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The children of Jerusalem welcomed Christ the King. They proclaimed the resurrection of life, and
waving olive branches, they loudly praised the Lord:” Hosanna in the highest.” We now realize that for
many people this triumphant entry was very short-lived. Just five days later the enthusiastic cry of
“hosanna” gave way to the angry shouts of “crucify him!” What accounts for this sharp turn-about,
and such inconsistent behavior? If we are to understand at all, perhaps we need only to look into our
own hearts. ¶ Saint Bernard comments: “How different the cries, ‘Away with him, away with him,
crucify him,’ and the ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord, hosanna in the highest.’ How
different the cries that are now calling him ‘King of Israel’ and then in a few days’ time will be saying,
‘We have no king but Caesar!’ What a
contrast between the green branches and
the cross, between the flowers and the
thorns! Before they were offering their
clothes for him to walk upon, and so
soon afterwards they are stripping him
of his, and casting lots upon them.”
¶ The triumphal entry of Jesus into
Jerusalem asks for loyalty and
perseverance from each one of us; it calls
us to deepen our faithfulness, and for our
resolutions to be more than just bright
lights that sparkle for a moment and
then fade away. There are some striking
contrasts in the depths of our hearts, for
we are capable of the very greatest things
and also the very worst, and so if we
wish to possess the divine life and
triumph with Christ, we need to be constant and through penance deaden within us anything that
separates us from God and prevents us from following our Lord and Savior on the Cross. ¶ The
antiphon of Palm Sunday puts these words on our lips: “Swing back, doors, higher yet; reach higher,
immortal gates, to let the king enter in triumph.” Anyone who barricades himself in the citadel of his
own selfishness will never come down onto the battlefield. But if he raises the gates of his fortress and
lets in the king of peace, then he will go out with the kings to fight against all that misery which blurs
the eyes and numbs the conscience. ¶ Jesus wants to enter triumphantly into the lives of all people
today, riding upon a humble animal. He wants to be close to us through the circumstances of normal
dealings. We, too, can tell him on a day like today: “I am like a little donkey before you, but you are
always close to me. You have taken me by the bridle and brought me to do your will; I shall always be
close to you.” This is our aspiration for today. [EXCERPTED FROM “IN CONVERSATION WITH GOD”]
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MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION OF POPE FRANCIS: APRIL
Universal – Workers in War Zones
For doctors and their humanitarian collaborators in war zones, who
risk their lives to save the lives of others.

SCHEDULING MASS INTENTIONS
One of the greatest acts of charity is to pray for the living and the
dead, and the greatest and most powerful prayer we have is the
Mass since the fruits of the Mass are the very fruits of Jesus'
redemption. Mass stipends (offerings) are $10.00 each; only one
offering per Mass. All Masses are scheduled by calling the Parish
Office; intentions will be listed as below.

MASS, LITURGY, SACRAMENT AND DEVOTION SCHEDULE;
MASS INTENTIONS
Vigil Mass ~ Saturday, April 13
5:15 p.m. Living and Deceased Members of the Cathedral
Sunday, April 14 ~ PALM SUNDAY OF THE LORD’S PASSION
Isaiah 50: 4-7; Philippians 2:6-11; Luke 22: 14 – 23: 56
8:00 a.m. Thelma Brower
10:30 a.m. Walter Dembinski, Jr.
12:30 p.m. Chester Lones
5:15 p.m. Bishop Campbell
Monday, April 15 ~ HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 42: 1-7; John 12: 1-11
7:30 a.m. Souls in Purgatory
12:05 p.m. Sue O’Conner Ahern
Tuesday, April 16 ~ HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 49: 1-6; John 13: 21-33, 36-38
7:30 a.m. Anna Demchko
Confessions: 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m.
12:05 p.m. Bea McNamara
6:00 p.m. Chrism Mass
Wednesday, April 17~ HOLY WEEK
Isaiah 50: 4-9a; Matthew 26: 14-25
7:30 a.m. Deceased Members of the Staley Family
12:05 p.m. Infant Daughter, Hayden Noelle Thompson
5:15 p.m. Pam King
Holy Hour and Confessions follow Mass; Benediction at 6:40 p.m.
Holy Thursday, April 18 ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Only one Mass is permitted to be celebrated on Holy Thursday.
Exodus 12: 1-8, 11-14; 1 Cor 11: 23-26; John 13: 1-15
6:30 p.m. The Priests of the Diocese
Good Friday, April 19 ~ Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord
No Masses are permitted to be celebrated on Good Friday.
Isaiah 52: 13 — 53: 12; Heb. 4: 14-16; 5: 7-9; John 18: 1 — 19: 42
8:00 a.m. Opening Prayer for Walking Stations of the Cross
12:00 p.m. Passion Liturgy
Saturday, April 20
Easter Vigil Mass
8:30 p.m. The People of the Diocese

REGULAR SCHEDULE OF MASSES, LITURGIES, SACRAMENTS
Sunday Vigil Mass (Saturday) 5:15 p.m.; Sunday Masses: 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 5:15 p.m.
Weekday Masses: Monday through Friday: 7:30 a.m. and 12:05 p.m.; also Wednesday evening at 5:15 p.m.
Masses on Holy Days of Obligation and on Holidays will be listed, as they occur, on the previous page.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday 4:00 p.m. - 4:45 p.m. | Tuesday 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
Wednesday 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. | Thursday 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
ADDITIONAL TIME DURING LENT: Sunday, 4:00 p.m. – 4:45 p.m. | Friday following the 12:05 p.m. Mass

ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT ~ TWO WEEKLY HOLY HOURS
Wednesday, 5:45 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. | Thursday, 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 7:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. | Closed Saturday, Sunday, and on major holidays
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION
Welcome to Saint Joseph Cathedral, the Mother Church of the Diocese of Columbus! We are glad that you are here
and invite you to become part of our parish family to be nourished by both Word and Sacrament, and also to become
involved in one or more of our parish ministries. To become a registered member you can pick up a form by the
main entrance of our historic church, stop by the Sacristy after Mass, visit our web site, or contact us through the
parish office. Welcome!
THE SACRAMENTS
Baptism, Reconciliation/Confession, First Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony, Anointing of the Sick, Holy
Orders. Please read the information provided in this bulletin about all seven Sacraments available at Saint Joseph
Cathedral, including contact information, necessary preparations, and scheduling.
OUTREACH TO HELPING THE HOMELESS AND NEEDY IN DOWNTOWN COLUMBUS
Twice-Daily Food Distribution at Saint Joseph Cathedral ~ (614) 224-1295
Saint Lawrence Haven, on the grounds of Holy Cross Church ~ Heather Swiger at hswiger@columbuscatholic.org
Joint Office for Inner-city Needs (J.O.I.N.) ~ (614) 241-2530
SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL MUSIC
Cathedral Concert Series:
OFFICE OF TENEBRAE ~ Good Friday, April 19, 2019at 8:00 p.m.
OFFICES, PROGRAMS AND SERVICES OF THE DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS
For Diocesan offices, please call (614) 228-2457 during regular business hours,
or visit www.columbuscatholic.org.

OF NOTE THIS WEEK

Sunday, April 14 ~ PALM SUNDAY
 9:00 a.m. PSR
 11:30 a.m. RCIA
Monday, April 15
No events or meetings scheduled
Tuesday, April 16
 6:00 p.m. Chrism Mass
Wednesday, April 17
 Following 5:15 p.m. Mass: Holy Hour, Stations of the Cross
and Confessions
 6:30 p.m. RCIA, Undercroft and Cathedral
Thursday, April 18
 6:30 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Friday, April 19
 Following the 12 Noon Passion Liturgy (not a Mass)
Stations of the Cross will be prayed and Confessions
will be heard
 8:00 p.m. Concert ~ Tenebrae
Saturday, April 20 ~ Easter Vigil
 8:30 p.m. ~ Easter Vigil Mass

SPECIAL SECOND COLLECTION
during all Palm Sunday Masses
for the purchase and delivery of
bathroom tissue to our brothers and
sisters in Christ served by the
Saint Francis Family Center
in Vinton County in our Diocese, which is
one of the poorest counties in Ohio.
(It is more cost effective for us to
purchase this item in bulk and to take
advantage of free delivery.)
Please be generous in helping
those in need with this most basic
necessity not covered by
government assistance programs.
THANK YOU!

Daily Server / Lector
for the week of April 15

7:30 a.m.
Steve Hoying

Vigil ~ 5:15 p.m.
MC
Altar Servers

Lector – One
Lector – Two
Eucharist

Lead Hospitality
Hospitality/Ushers

Dave Simmons
Bonnie Maupin

Josie Gonot
JP Pacis
Cristina Alvarez
Al Rogers
JP Pacis

Al Rogers
Cristina Alvarez
Trish Kehl
Clementine Mpyanga

12:05 p.m.
Nicole Simental

HOLY WEEK MINISTRY SCHEDULE
PALM SUNDAY ~ APRIL 13 & 14
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Ed Hueckel
Steve Peishel
Tom Boor
Melissa Riederer
Sherri Dembinski
Penelope Riederer
Lisa Emrich
April Griffith Taylor
Andrew Riederer
Nico Franano
Mary Beth Gallant
Sharon Reichard
Helen Leppla
Jan ban
Angela Smalley
Susan Franano
Angel Still
Evelina Horner
Steve Horner
Carrie Boor
Sandy Stover
Sharon Reichard
Bert Doddroe
Helen Leppla
Steve Horner
Angela Smalley
Judy Bateman
Grace Smalley
Frank Ruddy
Angel Still
Jan ban

Wednesday 5:15 p.m.
Brendan Elchynski

12:30 p.m.

5:15 p.m.

Brendan Elchynski
Jessica Buck
Elvis Niangoran

Jim Desmond
Christian Haryanto
Bill Pickens
Cameron Krisiewicz
Nick Chockran
Peggy Frank
Christine Fergus
Peggy Frank
Nick Chockran
Jennifer Krisiewicz
Christian Haryanto

Mark DelAguaro
Devan Kline
Florence Bannerman
Lynne Broussard
Bobbie Meyers

Ken Broussard
Lynne Broussard
Betsy Decillis

Gordian Igwilo
Peggy Frank
Aureus Griffith

HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE
Tuesday of Holy Week
Chrism Mass
6:00 p.m.
BMC

MC
Altar Servers

Lector – One
Lector – Two
Eucharist

Lead Hospitality
Hospitality /
Ushers

Seminarians
of the
Diocese

Concelebrating Priests
and
attending Deacons

Trish Kehl
Cristina Alvarez
Kathleen Tourgeman
April Griffith Taylor
Florence Bannerman

Holy Thursday,
Mass of the Lord’s Supper
6:30 p.m.

Good Friday,
Liturgy of the Passion of the Lord
12:00 Noon

Andrew Wisniewski
Jim Desmond
Bonnie Maupin
Lisa Emrich
Christian Haryanto
Sherri Dembinski
Steve Peishel
Ed Hueckel
Brendan Elchynski
Dan Jurgens
Mary Beth Gallant
Nicholas Pauley
Josie Gonot
Betsy Decillis
Sandy Stover
Laura Wagner
Michael Wagner

Andrew Wisniewski
Ed Hueckel
Bonnie Maupin
Lisa Emrich
Sherri Dembinski
April Taylor
Bill Pickens
Dan Jurgens
Roger Djagli

Al Rogers
Steve Horner
Evelina Horner
Judy Bateman
Dan Jurgens

Dave Garick
Marilyn Tomasi
Christine Alvarez
Caroline Rankin
Sharon Reichard
Ann Pizzuti
Ron Pizzuti
Michele Kenefick
Florence Bannerman
Kathleen Tourgeman
Trish Kehl
Christine Alvarez
Caroline Rankin
Greg Savoldi
Frank Ruddy
Judy Bateman / Pam Jurgens

B/MC
MC
Altar Servers

Lector – One
Lector – Two
Lector – Three

Lead Hospitality
Hospitality /Ushers

NEXT SUNDAY’S MINISTRY SCHEDULE
THE RESURRECTION OF THE LORD ~ EASTER SUNDAY ~ APRIL 20 & 21
Easter Vigil Mass
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:30 p.m.
8:30 p.m.
Andrew Wisniewski
Andrew Wisniewski
Jim Desmond
Brett Adema
Lisa Dalton
Bonnie Maupin
David Simmons
Elvis Niangoran
Lisa Emrich
Amelia Brechter
Angel Still
Christian Haryanto
Tom Boor
Sherri Dembinski
Roger Djagli
April Taylor
Dan Jurgens
Ed Hueckel
JP Pacis
Peggy Frank
Bert Doddroe
Sharon Reichard
Ruth Baird
Michele Kenefick
Ron Pizzuti
Lynne Broussard
Mary Beth Gallant
Steve Horner
Kathleen Tourgeman
Ann Pizzuti
Ruth Baird
Evelina Horner
Helen Leppla
Ron Pizzuti
Lynne Broussard
Bobbie Meyers
Steve Brechter
Jim Pierce
Bert Doddroe
Carrie Boor
Josie Gonot
Susan Franano
Peg Halley
Marilyn Tomasi
Michael Elton
Gordian Igwilo
Kathleen Tourgeman
Carrie Boor
Ken Broussard
Steve Horner
Helen Leppla
Judy Bateman
Lynne Broussard
Evelina Horner
Frank Ruddy
Jim Pierce
Christine Alvarez
Florence Bannerman
Greg Savoldi
Clementine Mpyanga

5:15 p.m.

Christian Haryanto
Cameron Krisiewicz

Jen Krisiewicz
Jen Krisiewicz
Christina Alvarez
Al Rogers

Al Rogers
Christina Alvarez

ON THIS PALM SUNDAY we ask in varying degrees of puzzlement how the crowd which welcomed Jesus
with such enthusiasm during His entry into Jerusalem would turn against Him so quickly within days and
demand His crucifixion and the release of Barabbas who had been condemned for murder? Their welcome and
shouts for Jesus were superficial. Their support for Him was only skin deep. It was easy to be part of a crowd
that welcomed Jesus and it was easy to be part of a crowd that condemned Him to death. It is easy to be part of
the crowd that receives First Holy Communion. It is easy to be part of the crowd that receives Confirmation.
How many of that crowd come to meet Jesus during Mass every Sunday? It is easy to be part of the crowd that
puts on an impressive display for a funeral or wedding or a baptism. How many of that crowd come to meet
Jesus on His day, the Lord’s Day, Sunday? It is easy to be part of the crowd. But in the account of the Passion
the crowd was not there for Jesus when He needed them most. The crowd did not go to the cross. The crowd
abandoned Jesus. Only a few women and John went to the cross. So much for the crowd! During the Last
Supper in Luke’s account which we hear today Peter said he would be willing to go to prison with Jesus, even to
death with him (Luke 22:33). Yet a few hours later that same evening he denied Jesus (Luke 22:56-62). How
quickly he changed! How quickly he turned when the pressure was on him! He could make fine promises
during the Last Supper, but when the crunch came he decided to save his skin. We make fine promises to Jesus
here and the crunch for us comes when temptation comes our way. How do react? Do we cave in to the
pressure like Peter or do we stand by Jesus like the women and John and go right to the cross? Peter heard the
cock crowing after he denied Jesus (Luke 22:60) but so many in our world are addicted to sin that maybe we
don’t even hear our conscience crowing any more when we sin. How can we not hear the account of Jesus’
Passion and not be moved by it? I can recall a couple of years ago when someone asked a young person: “What
would you think of someone who didn’t cry while watching the movie The Passion of the Christ?” The young
person responded, “He would be evil.” That young person was so moved by watching the movie that he could
not understand why anybody could not be moved by watching the film. The Passion of Jesus moves us. It
moves us because Jesus suffered. In the first reading today we heard what we could describe as a prophecy of
Jesus’ passion: “...I have not rebelled, have not turned back. I gave my back to those who beat me, my cheeks to
those who plucked my beard; my face I did not shield from buffets and spitting” (Isa 50:5-6). The words of the
Psalmist today are also in many ways a prophecy of the Passion of Jesus: “All who see me scoff at me; they
mock me with parted lips, they wag their heads: “He relied on the Lord; let him deliver him, let him rescue him,
if he loves him. Indeed, many dogs surround me, a pack of evildoers closes in upon me; They have pierced my
hands and my feet; I can count all my bones. And for my vesture they cast lots” (Ps 22:7-8, 16-18). Folks, the
Passion of Jesus moves us because it is we who have inflicted this suffering on Jesus, our Lord, our Savior and
Redeemer, the Son of God, the Messiah. It was not just the chief priests and it was not just the cruel Roman
soldiers who brought this suffering on Jesus; it was our sins that inflicted this suffering on Jesus. There is no
past, present or future for Jesus, He is outside of the human construct of time. Remember the Jubilee motto,
“Jesus Christ, the same yesterday, today and forever” (Hebrews 13:8) – when we sin we crucify Jesus. We
actually nail Him again. So then the account of the Passion of Jesus moves us to flee from sin, to leave sin
behind. That is why we receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation during Lent. The Passion of Jesus shows us up
for what we are - sinners who have crucified Jesus - and in the Sacrament of Reconciliation we turn to Jesus
again and ask for His mercy, compassion and forgiveness, which He gives to us. And through the Passion of
Jesus we receive forgiveness, “through his wounds we are healed” (Isaiah 53:5). Folks, when we are hurt by
things in our own life and hurt by what we see happening in the world around us and need answers and healing
and reassurance let us turn to meditating on the Passion of Jesus and find the answer there, “through His
wounds we are healed” (Isa 53:5). In fact, in Luke’s account of the Passion which we hear today there were two
occurrences of healing that are recorded only by Luke: Jesus healed the ear of the high priest’s servant which
was wounded during the fray in Gethsemane (Luke 22:51) and secondly the enmity between Herod and Pilate
was healed (Luke 23:12). During the week ahead read, meditate and contemplate the Passion of Jesus – let it
become a source of healing for everyone. This is the holiest week of the year for all Catholics and Christians –
please do not waste this precious week by adopting a “business as usual” attitude. Spend this Holy Week
walking with Jesus on the road to Calvary where He suffered and died for you, me, and every person past,
present and future. Come with your family members and friends to the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy
Thursday, the celebration of the Lord’s Passion on Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday night.
Our Parish Holy Week and Easter Schedule is in this bulletin. The crowd which welcomed Jesus
with palms turned against Him just as quickly and abandoned Jesus. Peter too turned from Jesus to save
himself. Do we hear our conscience crowing any more when we sin? Flee from sin, and be healed, “through His
wounds we are healed.” From all of us at the Cathedral, have a blessed Holy Week.
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The Word of the Cross
by Father Thomas Merton, OCSO
The word of the Cross is foolishness, says St. Paul, to them that perish (1 Corinthians 1:18). Yet among those to
whom the Cross was folly and scandal were ascetics and religious men who had evolved a philosophy of
suffering and who cultivated self-denial. There is, therefore, much more in the word of the Cross than the
acceptance of suffering or the practice of self-denial. The Cross is something positive. It is more than a death.
The word of the Cross is foolishness to them that perish—but to them that are saved “it is the power of God” (1
Corinthians 1:18).
The Christian must not only accept suffering: he must make it holy. Nothing so easily becomes unholy as
suffering. Merely accepted, suffering does nothing for our souls except, perhaps, to harden them. Endurance
alone is no consecration. True asceticism is not a mere cult of fortitude. We can deny ourselves rigorously for
the wrong reason and end up by pleasing ourselves mightily with our self-denial. Suffering is consecrated to
God by faith—not by faith in suffering, but by faith in God. To accept suffering stoically, to receive the burden
of fatal, unavoidable, and incomprehensible necessity and to bear it strongly, is no consecration. Some men
believe in the power and the value of suffering. But their belief is an illusion. Suffering has no power and no
value of its own. It is valuable only as a test of faith. What if our faith fails in the test? Is it good to suffer, then?
What if we enter into suffering with a strong faith in suffering, and then discover that suffering destroys us? To
believe in suffering is pride: but to suffer, believing in God, is humility. For pride may tell us that we are strong
enough to suffer, that suffering is good for us because we are good. Humility tells us that suffering is an evil
which we must always expect to find in our lives because of the evil that is in ourselves. But faith also knows
that the mercy of God is given to those who seek Him in suffering, and that by His grace we can overcome evil
with good. Suffering, then, becomes good by accident, by the good that it enables us to receive more abundantly
from the mercy of God. It does not make us good by itself, but it enables us to make ourselves better than we
are. Thus, what we consecrate to God in suffering is not our suffering but our selves.
Only the sufferings of Christ are valuable in the sight of God, Who hates evil, and to Him they are valuable
chiefly as a sign. The death of Jesus on the Cross has an infinite meaning and value not because it is a death,
but because it is the death of the Son of God. The Cross of Christ says nothing of the power of suffering or
of death. It speaks only of the power of Him Who overcame both suffering and death by rising from the
grave. The wounds that evil stamped upon the flesh of Christ are to be worshiped as holy not because they are
wounds, but because they are His wounds. Nor would we worship them if He had merely died of them, without
rising again. For Jesus is not merely someone who once loved men enough to die for them. He is a man whose
human nature subsists in God, so that He is a divine person. His love for us is the infinite love of God, which is
stronger than all evil and cannot be touched by death. Suffering, therefore, can only be consecrated to God by
one who believes that Jesus is not dead. And it is of the very essence of Christianity to face suffering and death
not because they are good, not because they have meaning, but because the Resurrection of Jesus has robbed
them of their meaning.
Suffering, and the consecration it demands, cannot be understood perfectly outside the context of baptism. For
baptism, in giving us our identity, gives us a divine vocation to find ourselves in Christ. It gives us our identity
in Christ. But both the grace and character of baptism give our soul a spiritual conformity to Christ in
His sufferings. For baptism is the application to our souls of the Passion of Christ. Baptism engrafts us into the
mystical vine which is the body of Christ, and makes us live in His life and ripen like grapes on the trellis of His
Cross. It brings us into the communion of the saints whose life flows from the Passion of Jesus. But every
sacrament of union is also a sacrament of separation. In making us members of one another, baptism also
more clearly distinguishes us, not only from those who do not live in Christ, but also and even especially from
one another. For it gives us our personal, incommunicable vocation to reproduce in our own lives the life and
sufferings and charity of Christ in a way unknown to anyone else who has ever lived under the sun.
Useless and hateful in itself, suffering without faith is a curse. A society whose whole idea is to eliminate
suffering and bring all its members the greatest amount of comfort and pleasure is doomed to be destroyed. It
does not understand that all evil is not necessarily to be avoided. Nor is suffering the only evil, as our world
thinks. If we consider suffering to be the greatest evil and pleasure the greatest good, we will five continually
submerged in the only great evil that we ought to avoid without compromise: which is sin. Sometimes it is
absolutely necessary to face suffering, which is a lesser evil, in order to avoid or to overcome the greatest evil,

sin. What is the difference between physical evil—suffering—and moral evil—sin? Physical evil has no power to
penetrate beneath the surface of our being. It can touch our flesh, our mind, our sensibility. It cannot harm our
spirit without the work of that other evil which is sin. If we suffer courageously, quietly, unselfishly, peacefully,
the things that wreck our outer being only perfect us within, and make us, as we have seen, more truly
ourselves because they enable us to fulfill our destiny in Christ. They are sent for this purpose, and when they
come we should receive them with gratitude and joy. Sin strikes at the very depth of our personality. It destroys
the one reality on which our true character, identity, and happiness depend: our fundamental orientation to
God. We are created to will what God wills, to know what He knows, to love what He loves. Sin is the will to do
what God does not will, to know what He does not know, to love what He does not love. Therefore every sin is a
sin against truth, a sin against obedience, and against love. But in all these three things sin proves itself to be a
supreme injustice not only against God but, above all, against ourselves.
Suffering is wasted if we suffer entirely alone. Those who do not know Christ, suffer alone. In His Passion, in
the sacraments which bring His Passion into our lives, the helplessness of human love is transformed into a
divine power which raises us above all evil. It has conquered everything. Such love knows no separation. It
fears suffering no more than young crops fear the spring rain. But the strength of such love, and such
communion, is not found merely in a doctrine. The Christian has more than a philosophy of suffering.
Sometimes, indeed, he may have no philosophy at all. His faith may be so inarticulate as to seem absurd.
Nevertheless, he knows the peace of one who has conquered everything. Why is this? Because Christianity is
Christ living in us, and Christ has conquered everything.
To know the Cross is not merely to know our own sufferings. For the Cross is the sign of salvation, and no man
is saved by his own sufferings. To know the Cross is to know that we are saved by the sufferings of Christ; more,
it is to know the love of Christ Who underwent suffering and death in order to save us. It is, then, to know
Christ. For to know His love is not merely to know the story of His love, but to experience in our spirit that we
are loved by Him, and that in His love the Father manifests His own love for us, through His Spirit poured
forth into our hearts. To know all this is to understand something of the Cross, that is: to know Christ. This
explains the connection between suffering and contemplation. For contemplation is simply the penetration, by
divine wisdom, into the mystery of God’s love, in the Passion and Resurrection of Jesus Christ.
The effect of suffering upon us depends on what we love. If we love ourselves selfishly, suffering is merely
hateful. It has to be avoided at all costs. It brings out all the evil that is in us, so that the man who loves only
himself will commit any sin and inflict any evil on others merely in order to avoid suffering himself. Worse, if a
man loves himself and learns that suffering is unavoidable, he may even come to take a perverse pleasure in
suffering itself, showing that he loves and hates himself at the same time. In any case, if we love ourselves,
suffering inexorably brings out selfishness, and then, after making known what we are, drives us to make
ourselves even worse than we are. If we love others and suffer for them, even without a supernatural love for
other men in God, suffering can give us a certain nobility and goodness. It brings out something fine in the
nature of man, and gives glory to God Who made man greater than suffering. But in the end a natural
unselfishness cannot prevent suffering from destroying us along with all we love. If we love God and love others
in Him, we will be glad to let suffering destroy anything in us that God is pleased to let it destroy, because we
know that all it destroys is unimportant. We will prefer to let the accidental trash of life be consumed by
suffering in order that His glory may come out clean in everything we do. If we love God, suffering does not
matter. Christ in us, His love, His Passion in us: that is what we care about. Pain does not cease to be pain, but
we can be glad of it because it enables Christ to suffer in us and give glory to His Father by being greater, in our
hearts, than suffering would ever be.
When is suffering useless? When it only turns us in upon ourselves, when it only makes us sorry for ourselves,
when it changes love into hatred, when it reduces all things to fear. Useless suffering cannot be consecrated to
God because its fruitlessness is rooted in sin. Sin and useless suffering increase together. They encourage one
another’s growth, and the more suffering leads to sin, the more sin robs suffering of its capacity for fruitful
consecration. But the grace of Christ is constantly working miracles to turn useless suffering into something
fruitful after all. How? By suddenly stanching the wound of sin. As soon as our life stops bleeding out of us in
sin, suffering begins to have creative possibilities. But until we turn our wills to God, suffering leads nowhere,
except to our own destruction.
The great duty of the religious soul is to suffer in silence. Too many men think they can become holy by talking
about their trials. The awful fuss we sometimes make over the little unavoidable tribulations of life robs them
of their fruitfulness. It turns them into occasions for self-pity or self-display, and consequently makes them
useless. Be careful of talking about what you suffer, for fear that you may sin.

In order to face suffering in peace: Suffer without imposing on others a theory of suffering, without weaving a
new philosophy of life from your own material pain, without proclaiming yourself a martyr, without counting
out the price of your courage, without disdaining sympathy and without seeking too much of it. We must be
sincere in our sufferings as in anything else. We must recognize at once our weakness and our pain, but we do
not need to advertise them. We cannot suffer well unless we see Christ everywhere—both in suffering and
in the charity of those who come to the aid of our affliction.
In order to give glory to God and overcome suffering with the charity of Christ: Suffer without reflection,
without hate, suffer with no hope of revenge or compensation, suffer without being impatient for the end of
suffering. Neither the beginning of suffering is important nor its ending. Neither the source of suffering is
important nor its explanation, provided it be God’s will. But we know that He does not will useless, that is to
say sinful, suffering. Therefore in order to give Him glory we must be quiet and humble and poor in all that we
suffer, so as not to add to our sufferings the burden of a useless and exaggerated sensibility. In order to suffer
without dwelling on our own affliction, we must think about a greater affliction, and turn to Christ on the
Cross. In order to suffer without hate we must drive out bitterness from our heart by loving Jesus. In order to
suffer without hope of compensation, we should find all our peace in the conviction of our union with Jesus.
These things are not a matter of ascetic technique but of simple faith: they mean nothing without prayer,
without desire, without the acceptance of God’s will. In the end, we must seek more than a passive acceptance
of whatever comes to us from Him, we must desire and seek in all things the positive fulfillment of His will. We
must suffer with gratitude, glad of a chance to do His will. And we must find, in this fulfillment, a communion
with Jesus, Who said: “With desire have I desired to eat this Pasch with you before I suffer” (Luke 22:15).
Excerpted from Merton’s book NO MAN IS AN ISLAND which is available in
many Catholic bookstores and from a number of on-line booksellers.
Fr. Thomas Merton was a prolific writer and monk at the Abbey of Gethsemani in Trappist, Kentucky.
For more information about Merton or the Abbey – please visit their web page at WWW.MONKS.ORG.

“To know the Cross
is to know that we
are saved by the
sufferings of Christ;
more, it is to
know the love of
Christ Who
underwent suffering
and death in order
to save us.”
~Fr. Thomas Merton

Have a “strong finish” this Lenten Season
by praying the Seven Sorrows Rosary
by Sarah Metts
If your Lenten observance this year has left a little (or a lot) to be desired, why not finish out strong
by praying the Seven Sorrows Rosary and asking Our Lady to help you enter into the mysteries of
her Son’s passion and death?
Before beginning to pray the Seven Sorrows Rosary I imagined that the whole devotion to Our Lady’s
Sorrows would prove to be gloomy and depressing, and therefore not something I had any interest
in. Now, after praying it for a little over a year, I have to admit that my first impression could not
have been further from the truth. The Seven Sorrows Rosary has many promises attached to it, and
in my own experience the primary fruits of meditating on the Seven Sorrows of Mary are consolation
in our troubles, and an experience of the immensity of Our Lady’s motherly tenderness and mercy for
us. So, if you are seeking consolation in your life, and if you would like to have a greater awareness
of Mary’s love and mercy, with the added benefit of entering into Christ’s passion and death through
the eyes of his mother as Holy Week arrives, I suggest making this devotion part of your daily
routine.
Originating in the thirteenth century with the Servite Order, The Seven Sorrows Rosary calls to mind
the Seven Sorrows of Our Lady, promulgated by St. Bridget of Sweden, from the prophesy of Simeon
in the temple to when Jesus was laid in the tomb. Since four of the mysteries take place during
Christ’s passion and death, this is a great Lenten devotion, and one that, once you start it, you will
probably want to continue throughout the rest of the year. In addition to the graces mentioned
above, many miracles have been associated with this prayer, and the following are the seven
promises attached to meditating on the Seven Sorrows, that were given to St. Bridget by Our Lady:
1.
2.
3.
4.

I will grant peace to their families.
They will be enlightened about the Divine Mysteries.
I will console them in their pains and will accompany them in their work.
I will give them as much as they ask for as long as it does not oppose the adorable will of my
divine Son or the sanctification of their souls.
5. I will defend them in their spiritual battles with the infernal enemy and I will protect them at
every instant of their lives.
6. I will visibly help them at the moment of their death—they will see the face of their mother.
7. I have obtained this grace from my divine Son, that those who propagate this devotion to my
tears and dolors will be taken directly from this earthly life to eternal happiness, since all their
sins will be forgiven and my Son will be their eternal consolation and joy.
In addition to this impressive list, I have read that, when prayed from the heart, the Seven Sorrows
Rosary is known to bring about conversion and will give us an understanding of why we sin, which is
so important in our spiritual life.
How to pray the Seven Sorrows Rosary
 Since this is a prayer of repentance, it is customary to begin the Seven Sorrows Rosary with an
Act of Contrition.
 This is followed by three Hail Mary’s in honor of Our Lady’s tears and with the intention of
offering our tears in union with hers.
 Before each mystery, say:
“Most Merciful Mother, remind us always of the sorrows of your son, Jesus.”



Then pray one Our Father and seven Hail Mary’s while meditating on the suffering of Our Lady
during each of the sorrows in her life.



The Seven Sorrows are:
1. The prophecy of Simeon. (Luke 2:22-35)
2. The flight into Egypt. (Matthew 2:13-15)
3. The loss of Jesus in the temple. (Luke 2:31-52)
4. Mary meets Jesus on the way to Calvary. (Luke 23:27-31)
5. Mary stands at the foot of the cross. (John 19:25-27)
6. Mary receives the dead body of Jesus in her arms. (John 19:38-40)
7. The body of Jesus is placed in the tomb. (John 19:41-42)

 Concluding Prayer:
“Queen of Martyrs, your heart suffered so much. I beg you, by the merits of the tears you shed in
these terrible and sorrowful times, to obtain for me, and all the sinners of the world, the grace of
complete sincerity and repentance.”
 Say three times:
“Mary, who was conceived without sin and who suffered for us, pray for us.”
If you have some more time, and you would like to meditate a little deeper as you pray the Seven
Sorrows Rosary, the meditations available at www.sorrowfulmother.net are so beautiful and
really help you to enter in to what Our Lady went through during these events.
I pray that you, my dear readers, will have an extraordinarily blessed and fruitful Holy Week, and
that by entering in to Our Lady’s and Christ’s sufferings, you will come to know their infinite
tenderness for you; how valuable you are; and how much you are loved.
In the words of St. Gabriel of Our Lady of Sorrows (1838-1862): “Love Mary! She is lovable, faithful,
constant. She will never let herself be outdone in love . . . . If you are in danger, she will hasten to
free you. If you are troubled, she will console you. If you are sick, she will bring you relief. If you are
in need, she will help you. She does not look to see what kind of person you have been. . . . She
comes quickly and opens her merciful heart to you, embraces you and consoles and serves you.
She will even be at hand to accompany you on the trip to eternity.”
This article is made available courtesy of The Catholic Exchange.

GAZING AND MEDITATING UPON THE CROSS OF CHRIST
On Palm Sunday and Good Friday we solemnly remember the saving passion and death of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. On the cross, Christ mightily won our salvation, conquering death and destroying
the power of sin forever. All our hope of eternal life is founded upon the cross, and this is why we pray,
“Ave Crux, Spes Unica! ~ Hail, O Cross, our only hope.” Around the world, Catholics will gather on Good
Friday to pray and venerate the cross. Following are some quotes to help you meditate on our Lord’s
passion, perhaps to help you answer the question posed at the bottom of the cross on the opposite page.
























“It is not enough for us to wear a cross. We must bear it in our hearts.” (Saint Gemma Galgani)
“Let the crucifix be not only in my eyes and on my breast, but in my heart.” (Saint Bernadette Soubirous)
Pointing to his crucifix: “This is the source of all my knowledge. I study only Jesus Christ, and Him
crucified.” (Saint Bonaventure)
“Let Him Who was fastened to the cross be security fastened to your hearts.” (Saint Augustine)
“You should carry the passion of God in your hearts, for it is man’s consolation in his last hour.”
(Saint Nicholas of Flue)
“In order to attract us the Lord gives us many graces and we imagine we are almost in Heaven. We do not
know, however, that to grow we need hard bread: crosses, humiliations, trials and contradictions.”
(Saint Padre Pio)
“Let us go to the foot of the Cross and there complain of our sufferings - if we have the courage.”
(Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat)
“Before the crucifix we feel true sorrow for sin and fixing our gaze on it we also feel the greatest comfort.”
(Saint Mary Joseph Rossello)
“Let us go often to the foot of the Cross…We shall learn there what God has done for us, and what we ought
to do for Him.” (Saint John Vianney)
“Look at His adorable Face. Look at His glazed and sunken eyes. Look at His wounds. Look Jesus in the
Face. There, you will see how He loves us.” (Saint Therese of Lisieux)
“Certainly, you are not unaware of how much the path of love can cost. Christ Himself reminds you of it
from atop the Cross.” (Saint John Paul II)
“O what inspiration there is in the Crucifix! Who could find it hard to persevere at the sight of a God who
never commands us to do anything which he has not first practiced himself?” (Saint John Vianney)
“In the Cross is salvation; in the Cross is life; in the Cross is protection against our enemies; in the Cross is
infusion of heavenly sweetness; in the Cross is strength of mind; in the Cross is joy of spirit; in the Cross is
excellence of virtue; in the Cross is perfection of holiness. There is no salvation of soul, nor hope of eternal
life, save in the Cross.” (Thomas à Kempis)
“Take the holy crucifix in your hands, kiss its wounds with great love, and ask Him to preach you a sermon.
Listen to what the thorns, the nails, and that Divine Blood say to you. Oh! What a sermon.”
(Saint Paul of the Cross)
“Never let your home be without a crucifix upon its walls, to the end that all who enter it may know that you
are a disciple of a Crucified Lord, and that you are not ashamed to own it.” (Saint John Vianney)
“You cannot better appreciate your worth than by looking into the mirror of the Cross of Christ; there you
will learn how you are to deflate your pride, how you must mortify the desires of the flesh, how you are to
pray to your Father for those who persecute you, and to commend your spirit into God’s hands.”
(Saint Anthony of Padua)
“In that one and the same event, there is the sign of sin’s utter depravity and the seal of divine forgiveness.
From that point on, no man can look upon a crucifix and say that sin is not serious, nor can he ever say that
it cannot be forgiven. By the way He suffered, He revealed the reality of sin; by the way He bore it, He
shows His mercy toward the sinner.” (Archbishop Fulton Sheen)
“To know the Cross is not merely to know our own sufferings. For the Cross is the sign of salvation, and no
man is saved by his own sufferings. To know the Cross is to know that we are saved by the sufferings of
Christ; more, it is to know the love of Christ Who underwent suffering and death in order to save us. It is,
then, to know Christ.” (Fr. Thomas Merton, OCSO)
“How beautiful it is to stand before the crucifix, simply to be under the Lord’s gaze so full of love.”
(Pope Francis)
(Photograph on the opposite page was taken at the Abbey of Gethsemani by Fr. Michael Lumpe)

“My Lord Jesus Christ, you have made this journey to die for me with love unutterable, and
I have so many times unworthily abandoned you; but now I love you with my whole heart,
and because I love you, I repent sincerely for ever having offended you. Pardon me, my
God, and permit me to accompany you on this journey. You go to die for love of me; I wish
also, my beloved Redeemer, to die for love of you. My Jesus, I will live and die always
united to you.” ~OPENING PRAYER, “THE WAY OF THE CROSS” BY SAINT ALPHONSUS LIGUORI

Monday, April 15 ~ Monday of Holy Week
Holy Gospel: John 12:1-11 Six days before Passover Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus was,
whom Jesus had raised from the dead. They gave a dinner for him there, and Martha served, while
Lazarus was one of those reclining at table with him. Mary took a liter of costly perfumed oil made from
genuine aromatic nard and anointed the feet of Jesus and dried them with her hair; the house was filled
with the fragrance of the oil. Then Judas the Iscariot, one of his disciples, and the one who would betray
him, said, “Why was this oil not sold for three hundred days’ wages and given to the poor?” He said this
not because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief and held the money bag and used to
steal the contributions. So Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Let her keep this for the day of my burial. You
always have the poor with you, but you do not always have me.” The large crowd of the Jews found out
that he was there and came, not only because of him, but also to see Lazarus, whom he had raised from
the dead. And the chief priests plotted to kill Lazarus too, because many of the Jews were turning away
and believing in Jesus because of him.
Meditation: Why was Judas critical of Mary’s lovely deed? Judas viewed her act as extravagant
wastefulness because of greed. A person views things according to what it inside the heart and soul. Judas
was an embittered man and had a warped sense of what was precious and valuable, especially to God.
Jesus had put Judas in charge of their common purse, no doubt because he was gifted in financial
matters. The greatest temptation we can face will often come in the area of our greatest strength or
gifting. Judas used money entrusted to him for wrong and hurtful purposes. He allowed greed and
personal gain to corrupt his heart and to warp his view of things. He was critical towards Mary because he
imputed unworthy motives. Do you examine your heart correctly when you impute wrong or unworthy
motives towards others?
Prayer: Grant, we pray, almighty God, that, though in our weakness we fail, we may be revived through
the Passion of your Only Begotten Son. Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: Do you know the love that knows no bounds? As Jesus dines with his beloved friends,
Mary does something which only love can do. She took the most precious thing she had and spent it all on
Jesus. Her love was not calculated but extravagant. Mary's action was motivated by one thing, and one
thing only, namely, her love for Jesus and her gratitude for God’s mercy. She did something, however,
that a Jewish woman would never do in public. She loosed her hair and anointed Jesus with her tears. It
was customary for a woman on her wedding day to bind her hair. For a married woman to loosen her hair
in public was a sign of grave immodesty. Mary was oblivious to all around her, except for Jesus. She took
no thought for what others would think, but what would please her Lord. In humility she stooped to anoint
Jesus' feet and to dry them with her hair. Do you anoint the Lord’s feet to show him love and gratitude?

Tuesday, April 16 ~ Tuesday of Holy Week
Holy Gospel: John 13:21-33, 36-38 Reclining at table with his disciples, Jesus was deeply troubled and
testified, “Amen, amen, I say to you, one of you will betray me.” The disciples looked at one another, at a
loss as to whom he meant. One of his disciples, the one whom Jesus loved, was reclining at Jesus’ side.
So Simon Peter nodded to him to find out whom he meant. He leaned back against Jesus’ chest and said
to him, “Master, who is it?” Jesus answered, “It is the one to whom I hand the morsel after I have dipped
it.” So he dipped the morsel and took it and handed it to Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot. After Judas

took the morsel, Satan entered him. So Jesus said to him, “What you are going to do, do quickly.” Now
none of those reclining at table realized why he said this to him. Some thought that since Judas kept the
money bag, Jesus had told him, “Buy what we need for the feast,” or to give something to the poor. So
Judas took the morsel and left at once. And it was night. When he had left, Jesus said, “Now is the Son of
Man glorified, and God is glorified in him. If God is glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself, and
he will glorify him at once. My children, I will be with you only a little while longer. You will look for me,
and as I told the Jews, ‘Where I go you cannot come,’ so now I say it to you.” Simon Peter said to him,
“Master, where are you going?” Jesus answered him, “Where I am going, you cannot follow me now,
though you will follow later.” Peter said to him, “Master, why can I not follow you now? I will lay down my
life for you.” Jesus answered, “Will you lay down your life for me? Amen, amen, I say to you, the cock will
not crow before you deny me three times.”
Meditation: Jesus' disciples were put to the test as Jesus prepared to make the final and ultimate
sacrifice of his own life for their sake and for the entire world. What was different between Peter and
Judas? Judas deliberately betrayed his Master while Peter, in a moment of weakness, denied him with an
oath and a curse. Judas' act was cold and calculated. Peter, however, never meant to do what he did. He
acted impulsively, out of weakness and cowardice. Jesus knew both the strength of Peter's loyalty and the
weakness of his resolution. He had a habit of speaking with his heart without thinking through the
implications of what he was saying. The treachery of Judas, however, is seen at its worst when Jesus
makes his appeal by showing special affection to him at his last supper.
Prayer: Almighty ever-living God, grant us so to celebrate the mysteries of the Lord's Passion that we
may merit to receive your pardon. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: Satan entered into Judas when he rejected Jesus and left to pursue his evil course.
Satan can twist love and turn it into hate. He can turn holiness into pride, discipline into cruelty, and
affection into complacency. We must always be on our guard against Satan, whose mission among the
faithful is to turn us from the love of God and the path which God has chosen for us. The Holy Spirit will
give us grace and strength each and every time that we are tested. If we submit to Jesus we will walk in
the light of his truth and love. If we turn our backs on him we will stumble and fall in the ways of sin and
darkness. Are you ready to follow Jesus in his way of the cross?

Wednesday, April 17 ~ Wednesday of Holy Week ~ “Spy Wednesday”
Holy Gospel: Matthew 26:14-25 One of the Twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot, went to the chief
priests and said, “What are you willing to give me if I hand him over to you?” They paid him thirty pieces
of silver, and from that time on he looked for an opportunity to hand him over. On the first day of the
Feast of Unleavened Bread, the disciples approached Jesus and said, “Where do you want us to prepare
for you to eat the Passover?” He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and tell him, ‘The teacher says,
(My appointed time draws near; in your house I shall celebrate the Passover with my disciples.”‘“ The
disciples then did as Jesus had ordered, and prepared the Passover. When it was evening, he reclined at
table with the Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Amen, I say to you, one of you will betray
me.” Deeply distressed at this, they began to say to him one after another, “Surely it is not I, Lord?” He
said in reply, “He who has dipped his hand into the dish with me is the one who will betray me. The Son of
Man indeed goes, as it is written of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed. It
would be better for that man if he had never been born.” Then Judas, his betrayer, said in reply, “Surely it
is not I, Rabbi?” He answered, “You have said so.”
Meditation: Origen, a 3rd century bible scholar and Father of the Church, comments on Judas' betrayal:
“Let us consider what Judas said to the Jewish priests: What will you give me if I hand him over to you?
He was willing to take money in exchange for handing over the Word of God. They do the same thing who
accept sensual or worldly goods in exchange for handing over and casting out from their souls the Savior
and Word of truth who came to dwell with them. Indeed, it would be fitting to apply Judas’s example to all
who show contempt for the Word of God and betray him, as it were, by committing sin for the sake of
money or for any selfish motive. People who behave in this way appear openly to be calling out to the
powers of the enemy who offer worldly gain in return for the sin of betraying God’s Word, saying, What
will you give me if I hand him over to you? And they gave him thirty pieces of silver. The number of coins
they gave Judas was equivalent to the number of years the Savior had sojourned in this world. For at the
age of thirty, he was baptized and began to preach the gospel, like Joseph was thirty years old when he
began to gather grain for his brothers (Genesis 41:46). Just as at that time the grain was prepared by

God for the sons of Israel but given also to the Egyptians, so also the gospel was prepared for the saints
but preached also to the unfaithful and wicked.” [Commentary on Matthew 78.]
Prayer: O God, who willed your Son to submit for our sake to the yoke of the Cross, so that you might
drive from us the power of the enemy, grant us, your servants, to attain the grace of the resurrection.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one
God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: Jesus knew beforehand what would befall him. As Jesus ate the Passover meal with his
twelve apostles he put them under trial and suspicion (one of you will betray me) to teach them to
examine themselves rightly, to avoid thinking of themselves as being more strong than they were. We
also must examine ourselves in the light of God's truth and grace and ask him to strengthen us in faith,
hope, and love that we may not fail him or forsake him when we are tempted. When you pray the “Lord’s
Prayer”) the “Our Father”) do the words simply roll off your tongue without much thought? Or do you pray
mindfully and with confidence in the words Jesus gave us to pray: Do not lead us into temptation, but
deliver us from evil (Matthew 6:13)?

April 18 ~ Holy Week ~ Holy Thursday ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Holy Gospel: John 13:1-15 Before the feast of Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to pass
from this world to the Father. He loved his own in the world and he loved them to the end. The devil had
already induced Judas, son of Simon the Iscariot, to hand him over. So, during supper, fully aware that
the Father had put everything into his power and that he had come from God and was returning to God,
he rose from supper and took off his outer garments. He took a towel and tied it around his waist. Then
he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and dry them with the towel around his
waist. He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Master, are you going to wash my feet?” Jesus
answered and said to him, “What I am doing, you do not understand now, but you will understand later.”
Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “Unless I wash you, you will have
no inheritance with me.” Simon Peter said to him, “Master, then not only my feet, but my hands and head
as well.” Jesus said to him, “Whoever has bathed has no need except to have his feet washed, for he is
clean all over; so you are clean, but not all.” For he knew who would betray him; for this reason, he said,
“Not all of you are clean.” So when he had washed their feet and put his garments back on and reclined at
table again, he said to them, “Do you realize what I have done for you? You call me ‘teacher’ and ‘master,’
and rightly so, for indeed I am. If I, therefore, the master and teacher, have washed your feet, you ought
to wash one another’s feet. I have given you a model to follow, so that as I have done for you, you should
also do.”
Meditation: Saint Augustine, in his homily for this day, wrote: “He had the power of laying down his life;
we by contrast cannot choose the length of our lives, and we die even if it is against our will. He, by dying,
destroyed death in himself; we are freed from death only in his death. His body did not see corruption;
our body will see corruption and only then be clothed through him in incorruption at the end of the world.
He needed no help from us in saving us; without him we can do nothing. He gave himself to us as the vine
to the branches; apart from him we cannot have life. Finally, even if brothers die for brothers, yet no
martyr by shedding his blood brings forgiveness for the sins of his brothers, as Christ brought forgiveness
to us. In this he gave us, not an example to imitate but a reason for rejoicing. Inasmuch, then, as they
shed their blood for their brothers, the martyrs provided “the same kind of meal” as they had received at
the Lord’s table. Let us then love one another as Christ also loved us and gave himself up for us.”
Prayer: O God, who have called us to participate in this most sacred Supper, in which your Only Begotten
Son, when about to hand himself over to death, entrusted to the Church a sacrifice new for all eternity,
the banquet of his love, grant, we pray, that we may draw from so great a mystery, the fullness of charity
and of life. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: Does your love waver when you encounter bitter disappointments and injury from
others? As Jesus' hour of humiliation draws near he reveals to his disciples the supreme humility which
shaped the love he had for them. He stoops to perform a menial task reserved for servants – the washing
of smelly, dirty feet. In stooping to serve his disciples Jesus knew he would be betrayed by one of them
and that the rest would abandon him through disloyalty. Such knowledge could have easily led to
bitterness or hatred. Jesus met the injury of betrayal and disloyalty with the greatest humility and
supreme love. Jesus loved his disciples to the very end, even when they failed him and forsook him. The
Lord loves each of us unconditionally. His love has power to set us free to serve others with Christ-like
compassion and humility. Does the love of Christ rule in your heart, thoughts, intentions and actions?

April 19 ~ Holy Week ~ Good Friday of the Lord’s Passion
Holy Gospel: John 18:1–19:42 Jesus went out with his disciples across the Kidron valley to where there
was a garden, into which he and his disciples entered. Judas his betrayer also knew the place, because
Jesus had often met there with his disciples. So Judas got a band of soldiers and guards from the chief
priests and the Pharisees and went there with lanterns, torches, and weapons. Jesus, knowing everything
that was going to happen to him, went out and said to them, “Whom are you looking for?” They answered
him, “Jesus the Nazorean.” He said to them, “I AM.” Judas his betrayer was also with them. When he said
to them, “I AM," they turned away and fell to the ground. So he again asked them, “Whom are you
looking for?” They said, “Jesus the Nazorean.” Jesus answered, “I told you that I AM. So if you are looking
for me, let these men go.” This was to fulfill what he had said, “I have not lost any of those you gave me.”
Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut off his right ear. The
slave’s name was Malchus. Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its scabbard. Shall I not drink the cup
that the Father gave me?”
So the band of soldiers, the tribune, and the Jewish guards seized Jesus, bound him, and brought him to
Annas first. He was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, who was high priest that year. It was Caiaphas who had
counseled the Jews that it was better that one man should die rather than the people.
Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Now the other disciple was known to the high priest, and
he entered the courtyard of the high priest with Jesus. But Peter stood at the gate outside. So the other
disciple, the acquaintance of the high priest, went out and spoke to the gatekeeper and brought Peter in.
Then the maid who was the gatekeeper said to Peter, “You are not one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “I am not.” Now the slaves and the guards were standing around a charcoal fire that they had
made, because it was cold, and were warming themselves. Peter was also standing there keeping warm.
The high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his doctrine. Jesus answered him, “I have
spoken publicly to the world. I have always taught in a synagogue or in the temple area where all the
Jews gather, and in secret I have said nothing. Why ask me? Ask those who heard me what I said to
them. They know what I said.” When he had said this, one of the temple guards standing there struck
Jesus and said, “Is this the way you answer the high priest?” Jesus answered him, “If I have spoken
wrongly, testify to the wrong; but if I have spoken rightly, why do you strike me?” Then Annas sent him
bound to Caiaphas the high priest.
Now Simon Peter was standing there keeping warm. And they said to him, “You are not one of his
disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.” One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the
one whose ear Peter had cut off, said, “Didn’t I see you in the garden with him?” Again Peter denied it.
And immediately the cock crowed.
Then they brought Jesus from Caiaphas to the praetorium. It was morning. And they themselves did not
enter the praetorium, in order not to be defiled so that they could eat the Passover. So Pilate came out to
them and said, “What charge do you bring against this man?” They answered and said to him, “If he were
not a criminal, we would not have handed him over to you.” At this, Pilate said to them, “Take him
yourselves, and judge him according to your law.” The Jews answered him, “We do not have the right to
execute anyone,” in order that the word of Jesus might be fulfilled that he said indicating the kind of death
he would die. So Pilate went back into the praetorium and summoned Jesus and said to him, “Are you the
King of the Jews?” Jesus answered, “Do you say this on your own or have others told you about me?”
Pilate answered, “I am not a Jew, am I? Your own nation and the chief priests handed you over to me.
What have you done?” Jesus answered, “My kingdom does not belong to this world. If my kingdom did
belong to this world, my attendants would be fighting to keep me from being handed over to the Jews.
But as it is, my kingdom is not here.” So Pilate said to him, “Then you are a king?” Jesus answered, “You
say I am a king. For this I was born and for this I came into the world, to testify to the truth. Everyone
who belongs to the truth listens to my voice.” Pilate said to him, “What is truth?”
When he had said this, he again went out to the Jews and said to them, “I find no guilt in him. But you
have a custom that I release one prisoner to you at Passover. Do you want me to release to you the King
of the Jews?” They cried out again, “Not this one but Barabbas!” Now Barabbas was a revolutionary.
Then Pilate took Jesus and had him scourged. And the soldiers wove a crown out of thorns and placed it
on his head, and clothed him in a purple cloak, and they came to him and said, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
And they struck him repeatedly. Once more Pilate went out and said to them, “Look, I am bringing him
out to you, so that you may know that I find no guilt in him.” So Jesus came out, wearing the crown of

thorns and the purple cloak. And he said to them, “Behold, the man!” When the chief priests and the
guards saw him they cried out, “Crucify him, crucify him!”
Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and crucify him. I find no guilt in him.” The Jews answered,
“We have a law, and according to that law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God.”
Now when Pilate heard this statement, he became even more afraid, and went back into the praetorium
and said to Jesus, “Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer him. So Pilate said to him, “Do you not
speak to me? Do you not know that I have power to release you and I have power to crucify you?” Jesus
answered him, “You would have no power over me if it had not been given to you from above. For this
reason the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” Consequently, Pilate tried to release
him; but the Jews cried out, “If you release him, you are not a Friend of Caesar. Everyone who makes
himself a king opposes Caesar.”
When Pilate heard these words he brought Jesus out and seated him on the judge’s bench in the place
called Stone Pavement, in Hebrew, Gabbatha. It was preparation day for Passover, and it was about noon.
And he said to the Jews, “Behold, your king!” They cried out, “Take him away, take him away! Crucify
him!” Pilate said to them, “Shall I crucify your king?” The chief priests answered, “We have no king but
Caesar.” Then he handed him over to them to be crucified.
So they took Jesus, and, carrying the cross himself, he went out to what is called the Place of the Skull,
in Hebrew, Golgotha. There they crucified him, and with him two others, one on either side, with Jesus in
the middle. Pilate also had an inscription written and put on the cross. It read, “Jesus the Nazorean, the
King of the Jews.” Now many of the Jews read this inscription, because the place where Jesus was
crucified was near the city; and it was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek. So the chief priests of the
Jews said to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that he said, ‘I am the King of the Jews’.”
Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written.”
When the soldiers had crucified Jesus, they took his clothes and divided them into four shares, a share for
each soldier. They also took his tunic, but the tunic was seamless, woven in one piece from the top down.
So they said to one another, “Let’s not tear it, but cast lots for it to see whose it will be," in order that the
passage of Scripture might be fulfilled that says: They divided my garments among them, and for my
vesture they cast lots. This is what the soldiers did. Standing by the cross of Jesus were his mother and
his mother’s sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw his mother and the
disciple there whom he loved he said to his mother, “Woman, behold, your son.” Then he said to the
disciple, “Behold, your mother.” And from that hour the disciple took her into his home.
After this, aware that everything was now finished, in order that the Scripture might be fulfilled, Jesus
said, “I thirst.” There was a vessel filled with common wine. So they put a sponge soaked in wine on a
sprig of hyssop and put it up to his mouth. When Jesus had taken the wine, he said, “It is finished.” And
bowing his head, he handed over the spirit.
At this point in the Passion you should pause for a short time in prayerful meditation.
Now since it was preparation day, in order that the bodies might not remain on the cross on the Sabbath,
for the Sabbath day of that week was a solemn one, the Jews asked Pilate that their legs be broken and
that they be taken down. So the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and then of the other one
who was crucified with Jesus. But when they came to Jesus and saw that he was already dead, they did
not break his legs, but one soldier thrust his lance into his side, and immediately blood and water flowed
out. An eyewitness has testified, and his testimony is true; he knows that he is speaking the truth, so that
you also may come to believe. For this happened so that the Scripture passage might be fulfilled: Not a
bone of it will be broken. And again another passage says: They will look upon him whom they have
pierced.
After this, Joseph of Arimathea, secretly a disciple of Jesus for fear of the Jews, asked Pilate if he could
remove the body of Jesus. And Pilate permitted it. So he came and took his body. Nicodemus, the one
who had first come to him at night, also came bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes weighing about one
hundred pounds. They took the body of Jesus and bound it with burial cloths along with the spices,
according to the Jewish burial custom. Now in the place where he had been crucified there was a garden,
and in the garden a new tomb, in which no one had yet been buried. So they laid Jesus there because of
the Jewish preparation day; for the tomb was close by.
Meditation: The cross brings us face to face with Jesus' suffering. He was alone – all his disciples had
deserted him except for his mother and three women along with John, the beloved disciple. And his death
was agonizing and humiliating. Normally a crucified man could last for several days on a cross. Jesus' had

already been scourged, beaten with rods, and a crown of thorns pressed into his skull. It is no wonder that
he died mid-afternoon. Pilate publicly heralded Jesus "The King of the Jews" as he died upon the cross, no
doubt to irritate and annoy the chief priests and Pharisees. Jesus was crucified for his claim to be King.
The Jews had understood that the Messiah would come as king to establish God's reign for them. They
wanted a king who would free them from tyranny and foreign domination. Many had high hopes that Jesus
would be the Messianic king. Little did they understand what kind of kingship Jesus had. Jesus came to
conquer hearts and souls for an imperishable kingdom, rather than to conquer perishable lands and
entitlements. We can find no greater proof of God's love for us than the willing sacrifice of his Son on the
cross. Jesus' parting words, “It is finished!" express triumph rather than defeat. Jesus bowed his head and
gave up his spirit knowing that the strife was now over and the battle was won. Even on the cross Jesus
knew the joy of victory. What the Father sent him into the world to do has now been accomplished. Christ
offered himself without blemish to God and he put away sin by the sacrifice of himself (see Hebrews 9:2426). Saint Augustine (5th century) comments on those who stood at the cross of Jesus: "As they were
looking on, so we too gaze on his wounds as he hangs. We see his blood as he dies. We see the price
offered by the redeemer, touch the scars of his resurrection. He bows his head, as if to kiss you. His
heart is made bare open, as it were, in love to you. His arms are extended that he may embrace you. His
whole body is displayed for your redemption. Ponder how great these things are. Let all this be rightly
weighed in your mind: as he was once fixed to the cross in every part of his body for you, so he may now
be fixed in every part of your soul."
Prayer: Remember your mercies, O Lord, and with your eternal protection sanctify your servants for
whom Christ your Son, by the shedding of his Blood, established the Paschal Mystery. Who lives and
reigns for ever and ever. Amen.
Contemplation: My Most Glorious and Suffering Lord, it is Your Hour. It is the Hour by which You
conquered sin and death. It is the Hour for which You came into this world, taking on flesh so as to offer
Your precious life for the salvation of the world. May I be with You, dear Lord, in these moments of
suffering and death. May I, like Your Mother, John and Mary Magdalene, stand at the foot of the Cross,
gazing upon the perfect Gift of Love. My suffering Lord, may I see in Your Cross the most perfect act ever
known in this world. May I see Love in its most pure form. May my eyes and soul look beyond the blood
and pain and see Your Divine Heart, pouring forth Mercy upon me and upon the whole world. Today I
kneel in silent adoration of You, my God. I sit quietly, beholding the great mystery of our faith. I behold
God, beaten, bruised, mocked, tortured and killed. But in this act, I see all grace and Mercy flowing from
Your wounded Heart. Bathe the world in Your Mercy, dear Lord. Cover us with Your grace and draw us to
new life through Your death. I love You, dear Lord. I love You with all my heart. Jesus, I trust in You.
Scripture passages (NAB translation) courtesy of the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops. Daily meditations
and contemplations adapted from the Irish Jesuits’ Sacred Space web page and Biblical Medications for Lent
by Rev. Carroll Stuhlmueller, C.P.; prayers are from The Roman Missal, Catholic Book Publishing, 2011;
information about saints, solemnities, feasts and memorials courtesy of the Catholic Culture web site.
frlumpe:2019

Walk with Jesus ~ Pray the Stations of the Cross Today
The Way of the Cross by Saint Alphonsus Liguori
https://www.ecatholic2000.com/liguori/stations/cross.shtml
OR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZoIUsTetlL0
The Way of the Cross by Saint Francis of Assisi
https://www.ourladyswarriors.org/prayer/stations.htm
OR
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oZ9om4YElns

~ ORGANIZATIONS IN OUR PARISH ~
LAST UPDATED: March 19, 2018

Members of parish community have a wealth of ways to serve and feel a part of the parish family.
Committees are formed to educate, enrich our faith, strengthen our parish and support Outreach organizations.
We welcome you to join us in the committee(s) of your choice!

THE SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL PASTORAL COUNCIL meets monthly at 6:30 p.m. on the last Tuesday of the
month; the Council is advisory in capacity to assist Fr. Michael Lumpe, as Rector, with parish issues, planning and
coordination. Parishioners are welcome at Council meetings and can contact Council Chairs to address the Council: Ed
Hueckel, (614) 329-1801, emmett2381@yahoo.com. Members include: Ed Hueckel, President; Nico Franano, Vice
President; Michael Elton, President Emeritus; Amanda Gillespie, Secretary; Rev. Mr. James Gorski, Rev. Mr. Thomas
Johnston, Nick Farmer, Crystal Bensonhaver, Jake Neal, Tom Boor, Kathleen Tourgeman, Lisa Emrich, Rob Riepenhoff,
and Ruth Baird.
CATHEDRAL EVENTS COMMITTEE: The Events committee plans social and fund-raising events throughout the
year to foster a sense of community within the Cathedral Community. Meetings are scheduled as needed for any particular
event. Contact Mandy Gillespie at amandaagillespie@yahoo.com or (614) 604-7780.
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE: This committee supports the Saint Joseph Cathedral web site, and
provides advice and support to the Pastoral Council and the Saint Joseph Cathedral parish on technology related topics.
Contact Nick Farmer at 614-706-3347 or nick@nickandsusanfarmer.com.
LITURGICAL MINISTERS: Members of the Cathedral community take part in the celebration of the Sacred Liturgy as
Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers of Holy Communion, Hospitality Ministers/Greeters and Altar Servers. Review and
training sessions are scheduled routinely with advance notification. Please contact Michael Elton at (614) 4057770 or melton@columbus.rr.com.
RITE OF CHRISTIAN INITIATION OF ADULTS (RCIA): Are you or is someone you know interested in coming
into the Catholic faith? RCIA sessions have already begun for this year. For more information about RCIA and the process
of becoming a fully-initiated member of the Catholic Church, please contact Mr. Jake Neal at
jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org or (614) 224-1295; or Carol Keene at keene9@gmail.com or (614) 6579528.
PARISH SCHOOL OF RELIGION (PSR) ~ CATECHESIS OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD: As parents, you are the
primary religious educators of your children. Our catechetical classes are here to support you. It is our goal to partner with
you and your family along your faith journey. Saint Joseph Cathedral provides a program using the Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd model for students enrolled in Grades Pre-K - Grade 8 who do not attend a Catholic School. The St. Joseph
Cathedral PSR program meets on Sunday mornings in the undercroft from 9-10:15 a.m. For more information, please
contact Mr. Jake Neal at jneal@saintjosephcathedral.org or (614) 224-1295
SAINT VINCENT De PAUL SOCIETY: You can grow spiritually by offering service to those in need. Participate in
outreach programs for Saint Joseph Cathedral Back Door Ministry, J.O.I.N. (Joint Organization for Inner-city Needs), and
the Jaycee Arms Monthly Lunch Service. For information on how you can help, please contact Renee Shouse at
shousey5@yahoo.com or 301-305-9627
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND CONCERNS COMMITTEE: This committee dedicates its efforts to those who are in need
due to hunger and poverty, domestic and family violence, capital punishment, health and bio-ethics issues. If you are
interested in joining this group, please contact Michael Elton at (614) 405-7770 or melton@columbus.rr.com.
VOCATIONS COMMITTEE: The Vocations Committee prays for vocations of Priests and Religious from our parish,
from our Diocese and throughout the world. Through programs, prayer, discussion, and the encouragement of young
people, parishioners can make the whole community more “vocation conscious.” The committee meets at 9:00 a.m. on the
Third Sunday of the month in the Fulcher Room. Contact Barbara Garick at (614) 877-0168 or
barbaragarick@gmail.com.
YOUNG ADULTS GROUP – (TRIPLE V) - VIA, VERITAS ET VITA: Young adults between the ages of 18 and 40
gather to foster community among fellow parishioners. Meetings are held at least once a month. Contact us via: Facebook
– Saint Joseph Cathedral Young Adult Group (http://www.facebook.com/group.phpgid=194497085915) E-mail:
yagroup.stjosephcathedral@gmail.com. If you would like to be included in the e-mail distribution list.

50+ GROUP: The 50+ group provides experienced adults with spiritual, social, educational, and service activities, as

well as fellowship in a welcoming environment. The 50+ Group meets on the second Sunday of each month in the
Cathedral Undercroft following the 12:30 p.m. Mass. Adults age 50 and up—all are welcome! For more information,
contact Ruth Baird at holt.ruth1@gmail.com
~ TAKING PLACE IN OUR PARISH ~

SUNG VESPERS (EVENING PRAYER) WILL BE OFFERED AT ST. JOSEPH CATHEDRAL AT THE
FOLLOWING TIMES FOR THE LAST TIME DURING LENT ON SUNDAY, APRIL 14 (PALM SUNDAY) AT
4:45 P.M. This service will feature the treble voices of the Cathedral Choir. The liturgy lasts approximately 20-25

minutes and will be immediately followed by the 5:15 p.m. Mass. Vespers, commonly known as Evening Prayer, is
part of the Liturgy of the Hours and is a great way to supplement your prayer life. Through this service, we offer
praise to God, pray for the needs of the world, and give thanks to God for the day.
THE OFFICE OF TENEBRAE, GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019 at 8:00 p.m. The Cathedral Schola’s
annual presentation of music for Tenebrae, featuring motets of Gesualdo and Tallis’ Lamentations of Jeremiah, has
become one of the Cathedral’s most popular events. The evening is marked by the gradual extinction of candles,
culminating in the performance of Gregorio Allegri’s Misererein a completely darkened Cathedral.
GOOD FRIDAY WALKING STATIONS OF THE CROSS: Many facets of faith and justice will be the focus of
the annual Good Friday Walking Stations of the Cross. The walk begins with opening prayer here at St. Joseph
Cathedral, 212 E. Broad St., Columbus, at 8 a.m., Friday, April 19. Hundreds of participants from across the diocese
will process to locations throughout downtown Columbus to recognize Jesus Christ’s suffering and crucifixion as
well as to reflect on current areas of social concern. The Walking Stations of the Cross is open to people all ages. For
more information, contact the diocesan Office for Social Concerns at (614) 241-2540 or the Office of Youth and
Young Adult Ministry at (614) 241-2565.

~ IN, AROUND AND NEAR THE DIOCESE OF COLUMBUS ~
GET CLOSER TO THE ONE YOU LOVE: You can do that on a Worldwide Marriage Encounter weekend!
Marriage Encounter is where married couples can get away from jobs, kids, chores, and phones and focus only on
each other. The next 2 weekends are June 28-29 and Sept. 13-15 both in Central Ohio. For more information or to
apply, contact Paul and Marilou Clouse at 614-834-6880 or visit our website at www.wwmecolumbus.org
OHIO DOMINICAN TO HOST DISCUSSION ON OPIOID EPIDEMIC ON APRIL 15: Ohio Dominican
University will explore the current opioid epidemic on April 15 as it hosts, “Inside the Epidemic: The Opioid Crisis in
Columbus.” The free event will take place in the Matesich Theatre, located in Erskine Hall on ODU’s campus at 1216
Sunbury Road, Columbus, 43219. The event will begin with a reception at 6:15 p.m., and then continue with a panel
discussion from 7-9 p.m. Featured panelists include anesthesiologist Steven Lins, MD; a representative from the
Columbus Division of Fire; and individuals who are currently recovering from addiction. The event was planned
after a group of students from Cristo Rey and Bishop Ready high schools presented the idea during ODU’s Catholic
High School Visit Day on May 3, 2018.
BETHESDA HEALING MINISTRY: The pain and sorrow of the abortion experience need not endure a lifetime.
Call Bethesda Healing Ministry for support and assistance from those who know and have been there. We meet the
2nd & 4th Mondays every month. Call: 614-309-2651 or 614-309-0157 or visit our website www.bethesdahealing.org
ST. CHARLES DRAMA DEPARTMENT PRESENTING SPRING MUSICAL: The 25th Annual Putnam
County Spelling Bee: The St. Charles Preparatory School Drama Department is proud to announce its spring
musical production, The 25th Annual Putnam County Spelling Bee. Spelling Bee will be presented Thurs., Fri., and
Sat., May 2, 3, & 4 at 8 p.m. and Sunday, May 5 at 3 p.m. in the St. Charles Campus Theatre, 2010 E. Broad St. Adult
tickets - $10 each, and student tickets - $5 each. Reservations may be placed by calling the St. Charles main office at
614-252-6714 between 9 a.m. and 4 p.m., Monday - Friday. This Tony Award-winning show is the unlikeliest of hit
musicals about the unlikeliest of heroes: a quirky yet charming cast of outsiders for whom a spelling bee is the one
place where they can stand out and fit in at the same time. Spelling Bee is a lighthearted spoof in which six students,
overseen by grown-ups who barely managed to escape childhood themselves, learn that winning isn’t everything and
that losing doesn’t necessarily make you a loser.
YOUNG CATHOLIC PROFESSIONALS brings together young adults in their 20s and 30s from across the city
for speaker events, panel discussions and networking to foster Catholic identity, encourage community and inspire a
call to action. On April 27th from 7- 9 p.m., Kevin Lowry will speak at our monthly Executive Speaker Series. The
even will be at The Jubilee Museum (57 South Grubb Street, Columbus 43215). Find us at or on social media to stay
up-to-date on future events! Interested in donating to or volunteering with YCP Columbus? Send an email
to info@ycpcolumbus.org.
"JUST GET SLEEP, DESALES!" MATTRESS SALE EVENT – Saturday, April 27 (10 a.m.-5 p.m.) St.
Francis DeSales High School will host its 3rd Annual Mattress Sale in their gymnasium. Try out mattresses from
world class brands such as Tempur-pedic, Beautyrest and Simmons on display. Prices will all be up to 50% lower
than at local retail stores. DeSales will receive up to $800.00 from every mattress purchased! Order your mattress
that day and it will be ready for "white glove" delivery in approximately 2 weeks. If you need a mattress but can't
make it to the event or have any additional questions, please contact the Just Get Sleep partner Parker Boveroux at
pboveroux16@gmail.com or 312-286-6580.

PLEASE KEEP THESE PARISHIONERS IN YOUR PRAYERS: Tim Acton, Mary Antonelli, Jack Beckman,
Christopher Clark, Larry Edwards, Thom Gall, Dr. Lianna Goetz, Frank Houchins, Ruth Harper, Tanya Ingle, Gloria
Jefferson, Chris Katanyuta, Anna Katanyuta, Denise Lager, Mary McNellis, Sharon Merhar, Maria Paras, Linda
Pauley, Susan Bateman Severs, David Simmons, Katie Finneran Slattery, Michael Sonderman, Sandra Valencia,
Mark Watkins, Matthew Watkins, and Dora Zweydorff.
DO YOU KNOW ABOUT THE CATHEDRAL ALMS FOR THE POOR BOX? Located in the wall near the
Broad Street entrance, this box and the funds you provide are important. At the Cathedral these Alms for the Poor go
to pay for the food that is distributed daily at the Cathedral to the poor and needy – up to 150 food bags (usually
containing a sandwich, fruit, chips & cookie, bottled water), and on many winter days hot coffee and hot cocoa. Help
us provide this most basic necessity – food – to those in need by donating to our poor box.

LOW-GLUTEN* HOSTS are available at the 10:30 a.m. and 5:15 p.m. Sunday Masses.
Worshippers can receive low-gluten Holy Communion from the center aisle from the Master of
Ceremonies (please identify yourself) to the Celebrant. * contains less than 0.01% gluten content & meets
the standard set by the Holy See and the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops.

HOLY WEEK, EASTER SCHEDULE ~ SAINT JOSEPH CATHEDRAL
Sunday, April 14 ~ Palm Sunday
 Vigil Mass: Saturday, April 13, 5:15 p.m. | Confessions prior to Mass: 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m.
 Masses: 8:00 a.m. | 10:30 a.m. | 12:30 p.m. | 5:15 p.m.
 4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. ~ Confessions
Monday, April 15
 7:30 a.m. ~ Daily Mass
 12:05 p.m. ~ Daily Mass
Tuesday, April 16
 7:30 a.m. ~ Daily Mass
 10:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. ~ Confessions
 12:05 p.m. ~ Daily Mass
 6:00 p.m. ~ Chrism Mass
Wednesday, April 17
 7:30 a.m. ~ Daily Mass
 12:05 p.m. ~ Daily Mass
 5:15 p.m. ~ Daily Mass
 5:45 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. ~ Weekly Holy Hour, Stations of the Cross, Confessions
Holy Thursday, April 18
 10:45 a.m. – 12:00 Noon ~ Confessions (no Holy Hour today)
 6:30 p.m. ~ Mass of the Lord’s Supper
(Please note: The Church permits only one Mass to be celebrated on Holy Thursday,
the Mass of the Lord’s Supper, which will begin at 6:30 p.m.)
Good Friday, April 19 (a day of fast and abstinence)
 8:00 a.m. ~ Blessing and Beginning of Downtown Walking of the Stations of the Cross
 12:00 Noon ~ Good Friday Liturgy: Celebration of the Lord’s Passion
 Confessions heard following the Good Friday Passion Liturgy
 8:00 p.m. ~ Office of Tenebrae, Saint Joseph Cathedral Choir
(Please note: Good Friday is the one day of the year when no Masses are celebrated.)

Holy Saturday, April 20
8:30 p.m. ~ Easter Vigil Mass
Easter Sunday, April 21
Masses: 8:00 a.m. | 10:30 a.m. | 12:30 p.m. | 5:15 p.m.

Stewardship: Time ~ Talent ~ Treasure
Officially the Church calls this day Palm Sunday of the Lord’s Passion. There is a dichotomy
in this name that we must acknowledge for it reflects, in many ways, who we are and how we
sometimes act. On the one hand is Palm Sunday, a time of celebration that marks Jesus’
triumphant entry into Jerusalem. It is a time of joy and celebration and we all festively raise
our palms in salute to our King. However, as the readings continue, the mood turns somber
with the reading of the Passion of the Lord. As we stand for this Gospel, and play a part, we
call out, “Crucify him! Crucify him!” What a change, beginning with “Hosanna!” and ending
with condemnation. Although we may be intellectually aware that we are playing the part of
the people of Jesus’ time, we really must reflect on whether this also represents how we can
be today. Do we glorify Christ at one moment, but then condemn him through our own
actions, our own inability to fulfill His expectations for us? Of course we do. As Lent
culminates and Easter comes upon us, it is time for us to admit our sins and to vow as good
stewards to live out the love to which the Lord has called us. Jesus made His sacrifice for us
with determination to save us. Should we not show the same fortitude in converting our lives?
(www.thecatholicsteward.com)
Your contribution supports the work and operations of Saint Joseph Cathedral, our music and
education programs, and all other aspects of our community outreach. Please be generous in your
support of these important endeavors. In addition to making a contribution through the Offertory
basket, you can contribute electronically through your checking account, or through your Visa,
MasterCard or Discover account by going online to the Financial Stewardship page on our web
site at www.saintjosephcathedral.org, by sending a text message to 614-721-4184, or by
scanning the QR code to the left with your smartphone QR Scanner Application.
YOUR OFFERTORY IS A GIFT TO GOD: If your Offertory is not made electronically, please use your parish
Offertory envelope to thoughtfully, prayerfully choose your gift and present it eagerly to Our Lord. Many times
families will ask for a letter stating that they are registered, participating members of our parishes in order to
become a Godparent, Confirmation Sponsor or simply to enroll in one of our Catholic schools. Using our electronic
giving or envelope system makes our job easier and allows us to honestly say, “Yes! This family is registered and
actively participating here in our parish!”

YOUR OFFERING TO GOD ~ THANK YOU!
Offertory: April 6 & 7, 2019

CHECK OUT OUR NEW, SECURE, EASY ONLINE GIVING OPTIONS ON OUR WEB PAGE:
WWW.SAINTJOSEPHCATHEDRAL.ORG

Envelope
Loose Collection
EFT
Credit Card
Less 6% Diocesan Tax
Total to Parish

$4,618.00
$2,132.00
$3,420.07
$1,161.00
(679.86)
$10,651.21

