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MONTHLY PRAYER INTENTION OF POPE FRANCIS: DECEMBER
For a life of prayer
We pray that our personal relationship with Jesus Christ be
nourished by the Word of God and a life of prayer.
SCHEDULING MASS INTENTIONS
One of the greatest acts of charity is to pray for the living and the
dead, and the greatest and most powerful prayer we have is the
Mass since the fruits of the Mass are the very fruits of Jesus'
redemption. Mass stipends (offerings) are $10.00 each; only one
offering per Mass. All Masses are scheduled by calling the Parish
Office; intentions will be listed as below.
REGULAR SCHEDULE OF
MASSES, LITURGIES, SACRAMENTS
Sunday Vigil Mass (Saturday) 5:15 p.m.
Sunday Masses:
8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 12:30 p.m., and 5:15 p.m.
Weekday Masses:
Monday through Friday 12:05 p.m &; Wednesday evening
at 5:15 p.m.
Masses on Holy Days of Obligation and on Holidays are listed well
in advance in our bulletin and on our web
SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 4:00 pm - 4:45 pm Tuesday: 10:45 am - 11:45 am
Thursday: 10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.
ADORATION OF THE BLESSED SACRAMENT:
Wednesday following the 5:15 pm Mass
PARISH OFFICE HOURS
Monday - Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
closed Saturdays, Sundays, and on major holidays
NEW PARISHIONER REGISTRATION
Welcome to Saint Joseph Cathedral! To become a registered
member you can pick up a form by the main entrance of our historic
church, stop by the Sacristy after Mass, visit our web site, or
contact us through the parish office. Welcome
THE SACRAMENTS
Baptism, Confession, First Communion, Confirmation, Matrimony,
Anointing of the Sick, Holy Orders. Please visit our web page
(www.saintjosephcathedral.org) about all seven Sacraments
available at Saint Joseph Cathedral, including contact information,
necessary preparations, and scheduling.
DAILY FOOD DISTRIBUTION AT THE CATHEDRAL
To support us in feeding the poor and needy, donate via the Poor
Box in the Cathedral (by the Broad Street doors) or please call the
Parish Office at (614) 224-1295.
CATHEDRAL MUSIC PROGRAM
Concert schedule: visit www.cathedralmusic.org
PLEASE KEEP THESE PARISHIONERS IN YOUR PRAYERS: Tim
Acton, Richard Andrekanic, Mary Antonelli, David Battocletti,
Christopher Clark, Mark DelAguaro, Larry Edwards, Dr. Lianna
Goetz, Ruth Harper, Chris Katanyuta, Anna Katanyuta, Denise
Lager, Mary McNellis, Sharon Merhar, Rose Marie Naseman, Maria
Paras, Linda Pauley, Susan Bateman Severs, David Simmons, Katie
Finneran Slattery, Sandra Valencia, Mark Watkins, Matthew
Watkins, and Dora Zweydorff.

From the Rector’s Desk…
Merry Christmas to all of you from St. Joseph Cathedral! The Church once again celebrates the birth of our
Savior, Jesus Christ, the Son of God and 2nd person of the Trinity. The birth of any child calls us to consider
the miracle of life and how God is always creating and inviting His creatures to participate in His creation.
But the feast of Christmas invite us to consider that greatest miracle – God’s intervention into our world by
becoming human. It is wonderful to contemplate how the 2nd person of the Trinity took on our human nature
without losing his divine nature so that we might all share in his divine nature. God saves us by becoming
one of us. He takes on our humanity so that we might know him. And he does it in such a human way. He
did not descend from the heavens like a mighty god in the form of a fully mature man but was conceived in
Virgin Mary, was nourished and grew in Mary’s womb and was born into our world. He gave himself totally
to us, first in embryonic form, then as a baby, as a child, an adolescent and as an adult. He took on all of
our humanity to redeem it from sin and death. This tells us that God wants to be with us in every aspect of
our life, to be like us in all things but sin and lead us to the fullness of life. What a wonderful reality to
contemplate! How much the Lord loves us to become to one with us!
Neither did everyone know about the Virgin birth nor believed it. Christ’s birth was not celebrated with great
fanfare and acclaim. His birth was mostly unknown and occurred in a quiet place, away from most of the
population. Maybe we can relate to this circumstance as we have had to isolate ourselves from each other
this year. Often we may have been alone unable to celebrate feasts like Christmas as family. Nevertheless,
God is present to us. He is Emmanuel, God with us. Let us not forget this about our God and let us reach
out to our brothers and sisters this Christmas season and let them know that they are not alone but loved
and cared for. I pray that the blessings of incarnate Lord Jesus will fall upon you this Christmas and
throughout the next year!
Christmas Decorations…I want to thank Toni Sartori of our parish for arranging all of our Christmas
decorations this year so that the Cathedral might look beautiful. Toni and crew, Mandy Gillespie, Amy
Bradshaw and Jackie Papai, have been repairing and repainting the statues for our manger scene,
purchasing new decorations and sprucing up our old ones just in time for Christmas. I also want to point
out the new Advent wreath that we used this past season which was decorated by Toni and her crew. The
positioning of our video camera for Mass on the gallery rail made the hanging of the old Advent wreath not
possible. I want to especially thank Hugh Walker for creating the stable for our manger scene. It is a great
addition to our annual Nativity crèche.
Masses for the Solemnity of Mary the Mother of God will be at 4 pm on December 31st and 10:30 am,
January 1st. The obligation has been dispensed this year but I encourage those who can come to Church
to do so. It is a great to begin the New Year and celebrate the Octave of Christmas.
I wish all of you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year!
Fr. Kitsmiller

The Tradition of the Christmas Crèche
MARIA AUGUSTA VON TRAPP

When asked about the origin of these old folk customs, one sometimes finds it hard to answer. They have come
down to us through the centuries out of the gray past. Some are so old that they go back to pre-Christian times,
having been baptized together with the people and turned from pagan into Christian customs. But, once in a while,
we know how one or another custom originated.
The Christmas crib, as we have it today, goes back to St. Francis of Assisi. Not that he was the one who made the
first crèche; this devotion is almost as old as the Church. We are told that the very place of Christ’s birth and the
manger in which He lay “wrapped in swaddling clothes” were already venerated in Bethlehem in the first centuries
of the Christian era. Later, devout people substituted a silver manger for the original one and built a basilica over it,
and, with the centuries, the veneration of the Holy Child lying in the manger spread all over the Christian countries.
More and more ceremonies sprang up around this devotion, until, in medieval times, they had grown into a real
theater performance—drama, opera, and ballet combined. Finally, Pope Honorius had to put a stop to this, for it had
grown into an abuse. A generation later, St. Francis of Assisi got permission for his famous Christmas celebration
in the woods of Greccio near Assisi on Christmas Eve 1223.
Francis and the Crèche

His first biographer, Thomas of Celano, tells us how it happened:
It should be recorded and held in reverent memory what Blessed Francis did near the town of Greccio, on the feast
day of the Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ, three years before his glorious death. In that town lived a certain man
by the name of John (Messer Giovanni Velitta) who stood in high esteem, and whose life was even better than his
reputation.

Blessed Francis loved him with a special affection because, being very noble and much honored, he despised the
nobility of the flesh and strove after the nobility of the soul.
Blessed Francis often saw this man. He now called him about two weeks before Christmas and said to him: “If you
desire that we should celebrate this year’s Christmas together at Greccio, go quickly and prepare what I tell you;
for I want to enact the memory of the Infant who was born at Bethlehem and how He was deprived of all the
comforts babies enjoy; how He was bedded in the manger on hay between an ass and an ox. For once I want to
see all this with my own eyes.” When that good and faithful man had heard this, he departed quickly and prepared
in the above-mentioned place everything that the Saint had told him.
The joyful day approached. The Brethren [the Friars who had gathered around St. Francis] were called from many
communities. The men and women of the neighborhood, as best they could, prepared candles and torches to
brighten the night. Finally the Saint of God arrived, found everything prepared, saw it, and rejoiced. The crib was
made ready, hay was brought, the ox and ass were led to the spot…. Greccio became a new Bethlehem. The night
was made radiant like the day, filling men and animals with joy. The crowds drew near and rejoiced in the novelty of
the celebration. Their voices resounded from the woods, and the rocky cliffs echoed the jubilant out-burst. As they
sang in praise of God the whole night rang with exultation. The Saint of God stood before the crib, overcome with
devotion and wondrous joy. A solemn Mass was sung at the crib.
The Saint, dressed in deacon’s vestments, for a deacon he was, sang the Gospel. Then he preached a delightful
sermon to the people who stood around him, speaking about the nativity of the poor King and the humble town of
Bethlehem…. And whenever he mentioned the Child of Bethlehem or the Name of Jesus, he seemed to lick his lips
as if he would happily taste and swallow the sweetness of that word.”
That is the beginning of the crèche as we know it in our day. St. Francis’s idea of bringing Bethlehem into one’s own
town spread quickly all over the Christian world, and when there was a Christmas crib in every church, the families
began to reenact the birth of Christ in their home too. With loving imagination, more or less elaborately, the little
town of Bethlehem would be reconstructed. There would be the cave with the manger, “because there was no room
at the inn,” and the figures would be carved in wood or modeled in clay or worked after the fashion of puppets. They
also might be drawn and painted and then glued on wood.
Manger Traditions

In some countries, whole valleys would take up the carving of these figures—as in Tyrolia and southern Bavaria.
Some of these crèches are works of great art. On the long winter evenings, during the weeks of Advent, the people
are working on them. First, the scenery is set up again, and then the figures are placed, each year seeing some new
additions, until such a crib fills almost a whole room with its hundreds of figures.
Outside the town of Bethlehem, Connecticut, the nuns of the Benedictine priory, called Regina Laudis, have devoted
a whole building to their huge Christmas crib, a Neapolitan work that was given to them as a gift. This beautiful crib
could become an American shrine, the center for a pilgrimage during the Christmas season.
Just as the Reformation did away with statues and pictures of saints in Protestant churches, it also deprived many
Protestant homes of the crèche. A few of the German sects, however, kept up this custom even after the Reformation
and brought it to America. When the Moravians, for example, founded the town of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, on a
Christmas Eve, they had preserved the custom of the crèche.

A Von Trapp Crèche
At home in Austria, we wanted a crèche we could make mostly by ourselves. That is why we did not buy one of the
ready-made models, but went out into the woods with the children before the first snowfall and carried home stones,
moss, bark, lichen, and pinecones. A large tabletop, three by five feet, was placed over two carpenter’s sawhorses
and draped with green cloth. This was the foundation on which, every year, a slightly different scene would be
erected by artistic young hands—the stony hill with the cave; the field, covered with moss; and shepherds in the
foreground.
For the figures, we bought only the heads and hands, beautifully modeled in wax at a little store in Salzburg that
sold handmade, artistically decorated candles and Lebkuchen. At home we made the foundations of the figures with
wire and then dressed them with loving care. It is incredible what ingenious hands can produce with a needle and
thread and remnants of dress material.
Every evening during Advent, some time was devoted to the crèche. At the end of the first week, the landscape was
completed; the second week was animal week, at the end of which many little sheep were grazing on the meadow
and the ox was standing in the cave. In the third week, the shepherds appeared, watching their sheep in little groups,
while, in the fourth week, Mary and Joseph could be seen approaching from afar with the little ass, advancing
steadily every day. Finally, on Christmas Eve, they reached the cave.
The ass joined the ox behind the empty manger. Mary was kneeling in expectation (that’s the beauty of the wire
under the blue dress; the figures can kneel, stand, or sit), while St. Joseph hung up a lantern above the manger,
and everyone seemed to hold their breath, waiting until just before Midnight Mass. Then, the youngest member of
the family would put the little Baby in the manger, and joy would reach its height. After Midnight Mass, the figure of
the big angel would appear, suspended on a long wire above the shepherds, announcing, “Glory to God in the
highest.” There is no telling how much love and joy goes into the making of such a crib year after year.
Again I must go back to our first year in this country. Of course, Christmas without a crib under the tree would have
meant for us that Christmas was missing something essential. The beloved figures of our Christmas crib, however,
were among the things we had left behind. And so, the older children’s Christmas present to me in that memorable
first year turned out to be a large, elaborate Christmas crib with the figures and the little town of Bethlehem, selfdesigned, cut out of cardboard, and hand-painted. Our neighbors in Germantown had kindly invited the children to
help themselves to the necessary bark, moss, and stones in their gardens.

Editor’s note: This article is from a chapter in Around the Year with the Von Trapp Family, which is available from Sophia Institute
Press.
The Tradition of the Christmas Crèche
MARIA AUGUSTA VON TRAPP
.
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Blessing of a Christmas Manger or Nativity Scene

In its present form the custom of displaying figures depicting the birth of Jesus Christ owes its origin to
St. Francis of Assisi, who made the Christmas crèche or manger for Christmas Eve of 1223.
The blessing of the Christmas manger or nativity scene may take place on the Vigil
of Christmas or at another suitable time.
When the manger is set up in the home, it is appropriate that it be blessed by a
parent or another family member.
All make the sign of the cross as the leader says:
Our help is in the name of the Lord.
R/. Who made heaven and earth.
One of those present or the leader reads a text of sacred Scripture,
for example, Luke 2:1 (lines 1-8) or Isaiah 7:10 (lines 10-15, the birth of Emmanuel).
Reader: The Gospel of the Lord.
R/. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
The leader prays with hands joined:
God of every nation and people,
from the very beginning of creation
you have made manifest your love:
when our need for a Savior was great
you sent your Son to be born of the Virgin Mary.
To our lives he brings joy and peace,
justice, mercy, and love.
Lord,
bless all who look upon this manger;
may it remind us of the humble birth of Jesus,
and raise our thoughts to him,
who is God-with-us and Savior of all,
and who lives and reigns forever and ever.
R/. Amen.
—From Catholic Household Blessings & Prayers
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The poinsettia flowers decorating Saint Joseph Cathedral this Christmas are “in
honor of” or “in memory of” the persons who names follow. Please remember
them, and their benefactors, in your prayers.
In Memory of Paul and Kay Baird

In Memory of Mr. Douglas H. Fischer

donated by Vince Reda

donated by Mr. & Mrs. John A. Nadalin

In Memory of Rose Barnell

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Herbert H. Fischer

donated by Patricia M. Keaton

donated by Mr. & Mrs. John A. Nadalin

In Memory of Sr. M.G.C. Bastian

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. John Fleming & Family

donated by Anonymous

donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of the Bateman and Tangler Families

In Memory of Harold & Betty Gall

donated by Mr. & Mrs. Franklin L. Bateman

donated by Mr. Thomas L. Gall

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. A. M. Blaser

In Memory of Timothy Reilly Gall

donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Martin. Blaser
donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

Memory of Bette Brehl
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Memory of Louise Bridges
donated by Patricia M. Keaton

In Memory of Father Lawrence Boucher
donated by Mr. Jerome R. Milliner

In Memory of Deceased Members of the Brower &
Lindsley Families
donated by Mr. & Mrs. Carl F. Merhar

In Memory of Laverna Brown
donated by Dale S. Keels

Memory of Dotti Buscemi
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Memory of Donald Butts
donated by Mary Butts
In Memory Joseph & Marie Butts
donated by Mary Butts

donated by Mr. Thomas L. Gall

In Memory of Jane Garland
donated by Mr & Mrs Robert MCClaskey

A L McGovern Family
Donated by Richard & Shirley Lunoe

In Memory of Ed & Dorothy Gorski
donated by Rev. Mr. and Mrs. James J. Gorski

In Memory of Steve Hatfield
Donated by Mr. Greg Savoldi

In Memory of Lt. Col Dale & Virginia Hayes
donated by Mrs. Sherri A. Dembinski

In Memory of James A. Hecht, Cathedral Organist
donated by Anonymous

In Memory of Francesca Heflin
donated by Mrs. Sherri A. Dembinski

In Memory of John & Dorothy Hoermle
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Memory of Frank Houchins
donated by Mr & Mrs Robert MCClaskey

In Memory of Jess E. Howard
In Honor of Mary, Karen, Brian, & Erica Butts
donated by Mary Butts
In Memory of Robert Butts
donated by Mary Butts
In Memory of Raymond & Macil Childers
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wagner

In Memory of David Crowner
donated by Dale S. Keels

In Memory of Walter Dembinski, Jr.
donated by Mrs. Sherri A. Dembinski

In Memory of Mary Even
donated by Patricia Kennedy Kehl

donated by Russell Howard

In Memory of James Howard
donated by Russell Howard

In Memory of Raymond & Bernardine Howard
donated by Russell Howard

In Memory of Ronald M. Howard
donated by Russell Howard

In Memory of Edward J. and Margaret R. Hueckel
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Memory of Donna M. Huffman
dontated by Sharon Reichard

The Deceased Members of the Hugh & Mercer Families

In Memory of Jack W Fair

donated by Deacon & Mrs. Tom & Mary Alice Johnston

donated by Marsha Fair

The Living Members of the Hugh & Mercer Families
donated by Deacon & Mrs. Tom & Mary Alice Johnston

In Memory of Crissy Elaine Hundley

In Memory of Donald & Pauline McBride

donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wagner

donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wagner

In Memory of Obert & Margaret Hundley

In Memory of Diane McCabe

donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wagner

donated by Mr. & Mrs. Russell Howard

In Memory of Kathie & Billy Hypes

In Memory of the Deceased Members of Mcclaskey Family

donated by Ms. Roberta Meyers

The Deceased Members of Deacon Tom Johnston’s Family

donated by Mr & Mrs Robert MCClaskey

donated by Deacon & Mrs. Tom & Mary Alice Johnston

In Memory of Deceased Members of the Merhar &
Greco Families

The Living Members of Deacon Tom Johnston’s Family

donated by Mr. & Mrs. Carl F. Merhar

Donated by Deacon & Mrs. Tom & Mary Alice Johnston

In Memory of Rosalyn & Joseph Miller

In Memory of B. Jones

donated by Jeff Miller

donated by Jerome R. Milliner

In Memory of Charles J. & Thomas Jones
donated by Mr. Jerome R. Milliner

In Memory of Princess Jones
donated by Jerome R. Milliner

In Memory of Wendell & Phyllis Keels
donated by Dale S. Keels

In Memory of Lauren Marie Kehl

In Memory of Edward Milliner
donated by Mr. Jerome R. Milliner

In Memory of James & Jeannine Morbitzer
donated by Kathy Martensen

In Memory of Joseph R. Muir
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Richard R. Nadalin
donated by Mr. & Mrs. John A. Nadalin

donated by Patricia Kehl

In Honor of Fr. Paul Noble

In Memory of John Kennedy

donated by Ms. Roberta Meyers

donated by Patricia Kehl

In Memory of Patricia Kennedy Pakes

In Memory of Dr. and Mrs. Patrick J. Kennedy
donated by Patricia Kehl

Mac Kinnon Families
Donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of James E. Krebs
Donated by Mr. Greg Savoldi

In Memory of Carolyn Kumler

donated by Patricia Kehl

In Memory of Celia Pilcher
donated by Ms. Roberta Meyers

In Memory of Kathryn & Robert Pilcher
donated by Ms. Roberta Meyers

In Honor of the Priests of the Cathedral
Donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

donated by David Simmons

In Memory of Ed & Bea Ratkay

In Memory of John & Dolly Kundrat

donated by Russell Howard

donated by Rev. Mr. and Mrs. James J. Gorski

In Memory of Frank "Butch" Reda

In Memory of Melissa Lane & Michael Hudson

donated by Vince Reda

donated by Ms. Roberta Meyers

In Memory of Dan M. Reichard, JR

In Memory of Fr. Ray Larussa

donated by Sharon Reichard

Donated by Mr. Greg Savoldi

In Memory of Fran Lavender
donated by Patricia Kennedy Kehl

In Memory of Dr. Dan Regan
donated by Patricia Kehl

In Memory of Dorothy A. Riley, Cathedral Organist

In Honor of Sarah, Mitch & Caroline Leitch

Donated by Anonymous

donated by the Leitch Family

In Honor of the Parish of Saint Joseph Cathedral

In Honor of Janet Linker, Organist & Teacher

donated by Helen Leppla

Donated by Anonymous

In Honor of the Staff of Saint Joseph Cathedral

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Everett Lumpe

donated by Ms. Kathleen Tourgeman

donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of Dr. William Eugene Shiels

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. Robert Lumpe

donated by Patricia Kehl

donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of Mr. & Mrs. William Lumpe
donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

In Memory of Paulus & Alice Martin
donated by Mary Butts

In Memory of Victoria Shliyan
Donated by Mrs. Ursula Barash

In Honor of Dr. Nicole Simental
donated by Mr & Mrs Robert MCClaskey

In Memory of Becky Simmons
donated by David Simmons

In Memory of David Sollars
donated by Mr & Mrs Robert MCClaskey

In Memory of Yvette Stephenson
donated by the Leitch Family

In Memory of Michele Sutter
donated by Mr. Edward Hueckel

In Honor of President Trump

In Memory of Michael Williams
donated by Patricia M. Keaton

In Memory of Tommy Williams
donated by Patricia M. Keaton

In Memory of Alma & Happy Wirth
donated by Mr. Thomas L. Gall

In Memory of Mike Wohrle
donated by Jeff Miller

Donated by Mr. Greg Savoldi

In Memory of Anastasia Vitkowicka
Donated by Mrs. Ursula Barash

In Memory of Paul & Annalouise Wohrle
donated by Jeff Miller

In Memory of Warren & Martha Wagner

In Memory of Mary Catherine Kennedy Wolfington

donated by Mr. and Mrs. Michael A. Wagner

donated by Patricia Kennedy Kehl

In Memory of Mildred & Henry Walker
donated by Connie Walker

In Memory of Eva Weiden
donated by Richard & Shirley Lumpe

Additional Donors
Dr. Brian House

For unto us a Child is born,
Unto us a Son is given;
And the government will be upon His shoulder.
And His name will be called
Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace
Isaiah 9:6

Have a Blessed & Merry Christmas
From the Staff of Saint Joseph Cathedral

The Year of St. Joseph: What
Catholics need to know

Credit: Sidney de Almeida / Shutterstock.

CNA Staff, Dec 10, 2020 / 05:46 pm MT (CNA).- On Tuesday, Pope Francis announced a Year of
St. Joseph, in honor of the 150th anniversary of the saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal
Church.
Pope Francis said he was establishing the year so that “every member of the faithful, following his
example, may strengthen their life of faith daily in the complete fulfillment of God’s will.”
Here’s what you need to know about the Year of St. Joseph:
Why does the Church have years dedicated to specific topics?
The Church observes the passage of time through the liturgical calendar - which includes feasts
such as Easter and Christmas, and seasons such as Lent and Advent. In addition, however, popes
can set aside time for the Church to reflect more deeply on a specific aspect of Catholic teaching or
belief. Past years designated by recent popes include a Year of Faith, Year of the Eucharist, and

Jubilee Year of Mercy.
Why did the Pope declare a year of St. Joseph?
In making his declaration, Pope Francis noted that this year marks the 150th anniversary of the
saint’s proclamation as patron of the Universal Church by Pope Pius IX on Dec. 8, 1870.
Pope Francis said the coronavirus pandemic has heightened his desire to reflect on St. Joseph, as so
many people during the pandemic have made hidden sacrifices to protect others, just as St. Joseph
quietly protected and cared for Mary and Jesus.
“Each of us can discover in Joseph -- the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden
presence -- an intercessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble,” the pope wrote.
He also said he wanted to highlight St. Joseph’s role as a father who served his family with charity
and humility, adding, “Our world today needs fathers.”
When does the Year of St. Joseph begin and end?
The year begins Dec. 8, 2020, and concludes on Dec. 8, 2021.
What special graces are available during this year?
As Catholics pray and reflect on the life of St. Joseph throughout the coming year, they also have
opportunities to gain a plenary indulgence, or remission of all temporal punishment due to sin. An
indulgence can be applied to oneself or to a soul in Purgatory.
An indulgence requires a specific act, defined by the Church, as well as sacramental confession,
Eucharistic Communion, prayer for the pope’s intentions, and full detachment from sin.
Special indulgences during the Year of St. Joseph can be received through more than a dozen
different prayers and actions, including praying for the unemployed, entrusting one’s daily work
to St. Joseph, performing a corporal or spiritual work of mercy, or meditating for at least 30
minutes on the Lord’s Prayer.
Why does the Church honor St. Joseph?
Catholics do not worship saints, but ask for their heavenly intercession before God and seek to
imitate their virtues here on earth. The Catholic Church honors St. Joseph as the foster father of
Jesus. He is invoked as the patron saint of the Universal Church. He is also the patron of workers,
father, and a happy death.
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His Name Will Be Emmanuel: God With Us
JACQUES-BÉNIGNE BOSSUET

His name will be Emmanuel: God with us (cf. Isa. 7:14; Matt. 1:23).
If we understand the significance of this name Emmanuel, we will find it includes the notion of Savior. For what is a Savior
unless one who takes away sin, just as the angel said? Yet with sins having been taken away and there no longer being any
separation between God and us, what remains other than our perfect union with God?
We are, then, perfectly and eternally saved, and we recognize in Jesus, the one who saves us, a true Emmanuel. He is the
Savior because in him God is with us. He is God united to our nature. Having been reconciled with God, we are lifted up by
grace to be one in spirit with him.
This is the work done by the one who is both what God is and what we are: God and man together. “In Christ God was
reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them” (2 Cor. 5:19). Thus God is with them because
they no longer have their sins.
This would be nothing, however, were God not also, at the same time, to prevent them from committing new sins. In the
style of Scripture, to say that God is with you means that God protects you. God helps you, and with so powerful an
assistance that your enemies will not prevail against you. “They will fight against you,” says the prophet, “but they shall not
prevail against you, for I am with you” (Jer. 1:19). Be with us, O Emmanuel, so that, after the pardon of our sins, when their
pernicious attractions and temptations return, we will remain victorious.
Is this the extent of the grace of our Emmanuel? No. Here is a higher one, the final one of all: he will be with us in eternity,
when God will be “everything to every one” (1 Cor. 15:28). He will be with us, to purify us from our sins; with us, to lead us to
the life entirely free from sin.
Here, says Saint Augustine, are three degrees through which we pass in order to gain the salvation we are promised in the
name of Jesus and the perfect grace of divine union through our Emmanuel: happy, not only when we will no longer falter
under the yoke of our sins, but when we will be free of the temptations that imperil our deliverance!
O Jesus! O Emmanuel! O Savior! O God with us! O victor over sin! O mediator of divine union! With faith I await this blessed
day on which you will receive the name of Jesus, the day on which you will be my Emmanuel, always with me, who live
amid so many temptations and perils. Protect me with your grace, unite me to yourself, and may all that is in me be subject
to your will.
Editor’s note: This article is an excerpt from Bishop. Jacques-Bénigne Bossuet’s Meditations for Advent, which is available
from Sophia Institute Press.
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